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Uniform Demurrage 





William M. Connolly, secretary of the National Asso- 
ciation of Railway Commissioners, in his call for a meet- 
ing for November 16, next, has among: the-list- of re- 
ports to be made that of the committee on car service 
and demurrage, Interstate Commerce Commissioner 
Franklin K, Lane being the representative of the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission thereon. 

Every shipper is vitally interested in uniform treat- 
ment of this question, because it cannot be localized un- 
der diverse rulings and have any merit of equity. With 
the desire to have it mean the highest measure of fair 
ness, it must have the nearest approach to reciprocity 
possible, neither penalty on the part of the railways, nor 
reprisal on the part of shippers, being the proper feeling. 

It must be, we believe, given its. position on the 
basis of legitimate compensation for a valuable service 
rendered, that value being to the shipper in facilities 
furnished by railways in lieu of his.own lack of them, 
modified by such enforced conditions upon the part of 
carriers, as prevent him from carrying out his own re- 
sponsibility for release of carriers’ property. The array 
of men who are studying this question and who will be 
in Washington at the meeting insures, we think, an 
early and also a just conclusion. 

Whenever this problem has been solved to the ex- 
tent even of an experimental stage, its realignment so 
as to leave out its weaknesses, if any appear, will be 
only a matter of a short time, and harmony will sup- 
plant much ill feeling over the vexing situation of to-day, 
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COMPETITION SPELLS WASTE 


Reduces Ability of Carriers to Furnish Adequate 
Service to Growing Territories; General 
Stability Eliminates Drain 








Washington, D. C., October 22.— - 
In an interview within the week with 
an authority upon economic questions, 
the waste of competition between 
transportation companies was plainly 
set before us. Besides the uncer- 
tainty that it forces upon the ship- 
ping public it reduces the ability of 
the carrier to furnish in an adequate 
way the service growing territory 
requires to properly develop, as was 
. clearly shown to us. 

Our authority is in full harmony with the regulation 
of rates by the Interstate Commission, the creation of 
an interstate commerce court, and the regulation of se- 
curities, if that can be given a practical form, not being 
restraint that suppresses development. The fact is, 
however, pointed out to us that in our desire to work 
out a solution of the problems presented by the condi- 
tions of to-day we are in rather an anomalous state 
through conflicting purposes. The regulation of rates, 
considered in a general way, means an absence of com- 
petition. In the elimination of the old-time evils of 
secret rates it was naturally to follow that the rates be- 
tween common points: must be the same via all lines if 
they participated in the business, 

Proceeding with a narration of past experience, it 
is stated that at the time of our great resumption of 
business following 1896, and particularly the war with 
Spain, the railways were at their wits’ end to furnish 
anything like necessary facilities, using all the resources 
available because of the increase in expense, in more 
than a proportional measure, of everything they bought. 
The receipt of charges upon traffic in strict accord with 
their published tariffs was not equal to the unprece- 
dented demands of their patrons. A general increase in 
rates has never been received favorably, and the only 
road to economy has been through concentration or 
combination of railway properties and reducing the num- 
ber of organizations in charge of the systems. 

While this has on the surface seemed to wrest from 
the people some advantages, the power of such combina- 
tions cannot proceed to oppression, with the authority 
of the Interstate Commission now so specific. The only 
form of competition left, that of service, can alone take 
its most complete type of development through limiting 
the number of official rosters directing the policy of our 
carriers, - 

Federal regulation seems to see no means of per- 
mitting this at present, yet it is the logical result of 
railway effort to meet conditions the government seeks 
to insure, namely, the greatest stability in charges, and 
the very best service, and here our informant expressed 
himself as desirous of our being clear as to his mean- 
ing. It was then indicated that a lowering of rates 
would be possible, and often voluntary, in line with ad- 
vanced economy in the management of railway proper- 
ties. It is admitted in many minds that some rates are 
too high, other rates too low, and that an early consid- 
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eration of these matters would be right, but it has been 
stated by eminent authorities other than the one now 
quoted that no general advance in rates is anticipated. 

It is very difficult to see, said he, how combinations 
of railways can be segregated so that no group of own- 
ers in one combination can be owners in another, nor 
is this important, it seems to me, in connection with 
the powers of the Interstate Commerce Commission to 
' reguiate rates, control accounting and later, no doubt, 
control issuance of securities. Quoting from Mr. J. H. 
Johnston, traffic manager of the Oklahoma Traffic asso- 
ciation, this question of concentration of authority seems 
to have the approval of important shipping interests. 
In THE TRAFFIC BULLETIN of October 9 he expresses 
himself thus: 

“From the shipper’s standpoint, however, it would 
seem to be a good thing to concentrate authority, leav- 
ing less opportunity of shifting responsibility from one 
party to another.” 

In reflecting upon the subject there is-less radical 
opposition to measures that are productive of economy 
when the possibility of danger is hedged about by gov- 
ernment protection. We are of the opinion, from what 
we heard, with a full appreciation of the towering 
genius of Mr. Harriman, whose accomplishments brought 
about his premature death, that the public in general 
felt his policy to be the personal ideas and ambitions of 
one man, with very little assistance in suggestion or 
advice from those who were his colleagues, and that this 
was concentration going beyond their approval. It is a 
belief in many quarters, however, that in modified form 
his general policy of combining for economy must go 
on, and that ownership in parallel lines has no serious 
phases because of a new purpose, in this concentration, 
having, as an underlying principle, the very conditions 
the government seeks to establish. , 

Few shippers stop to enumerate, because so busy 
in their efforts to turn out increasing product, that every 
box and barrel and bale over or above any previous 
record, bears its part in the overcrowding of freight 
houses, reaching the limit in motive power, taxing be- 
yond capacity all existing yard facilities, and even add- 
ing to a general demurrage charge, for the reason that 
the capacity of the shipper to receive promptly his own 
supplies is not equal to requirements. Whatever can be 
safely done to furnish railways more money by econo- 
mies in operation of the lines, to supply facilities for 
better service is worth at least the fairest consideration, 
before calling into use even existing obstructive means 
probably impractical in present evolution. 

WwW. B. B. 


CAR SHORTAGE FELT IN JOPLIN DISTRICT. 


Joplin, Mo., October 22.—Shippers in this district are 
complaining of a car shortage. The situation is said to 
have become serious and the ore shipments are being 
kept at a low figure. 


COMPLAIN TO BOARD OF CAR SHORTAGE. 

Topeka, Kan., October 22.—The state railroad com- 
mission is in receipt of letters from grain men all over 
the state, complaining of the lack of equipment to move 
their stores. But the shortage is said to have extended 
to general merchandise as well as grain. The railroads, 
however, are understood to be bending every effort to- 
ward relieving the situation as much as possible. 
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NATIONAL RAILWAY COMMISSION 


The committee of the National Association of Rail- 
way Commissioners, having in charge consideration of 
an “Amendment of Act to Régulate Commerce” will re- 
port at the meeting in November. The representative 
of the Interstate Commerce Commission is Mr. James S. 





Photograph copyrighted by Clinedinst, Washington, D. C. 


COMMISSIONER JAMES S. HARLAN, 
Member of Committee to Consider Regulation of Commerce Act. 


Harlan. Mr. Harlan was appointed to the Interstate 
Commerce Commission from Illinois by President Roose- 
velt in August, 1906. Before his appointment he was a 
resident of Chicago and prominently engaged in legal 
practice. The interests of his clients were often related 
to the movement of commerce between states, furnishing 
an opportunity to reach practical conclusions in the 
application of regulative measures. 


MINNEAPOLIS TO FIGHT DULUTH PROGRAM. 


Minneapolis, Minn., October 22.—It is understood ~ 


that the Duluth program for a readjustment of rates is 
being carefully watched by commercial traffic men in 
this city. One of the grievances credited to the Duluth 
shippers was that the Twin Cities have been unduly pre- 
ferred in the matter of freight charges. It is said that 
the local traffic association is endeavoring to keep close 
tab on the activities of the Zenith City interests and will 
contest every move made by the latter for changes that 
will deprive Minneapolis of any rate advantages now 
held. 
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TO START COUNTER CAMPAIGN 


Shippers Decide to Answer McCain Pamphlet and 
Other ‘‘ Educational” Works of Railroad Men 








Cincinnati, O., October 22—A counter campaign to 
answer the arguments advanced by C. C. McCain, chair- 
man of the Trunk Line association, in his “Diminished 
Purchasing Power of Railway Earnings” and to contro- 
vert other so-called “educational” pamphlets in favor of 
a general advance in freight rates, was decided upon at 
the convention of shippers representing national, middle 
western and eastern commercial interests, held here 
Tuesday. 

The following resolutions were adopted: 

“Whereas, Mr. C. C. McCain, chairman of the Trunk 
Line association, composed of the Baltimore & Ohio 
railroad, Buffalo, Rochester & Pittsburg railroad, the 
Central Railroad of New Jersey, Delaware & Hudson 
Railway company, the Delaware, Lackawanna & West- 
ern railroad, Erie railroad, Grand Trunk railway, Le- 
high Valley railroad, New York Central & Hudson River 
railroad, New York, Ontario & Western railway, Penn- 
sylvania railroad, Philadelphia & Reading railway, West- 
ern Maryland railroad and West Shore railroad, has 
compiled a pamphlet entitled ‘The Diminished Purchas- 
ing Power of Railway Earnings,’ and 

“Whereas, Said railroads have assumed the respon- 
sibility for said pamphlet by circulating same generally 
among the public; and 

“Whereas, The avowed purpose of circulating said 
pamphlet is to educate the public; and 

“Whereas, The true purpose of said pamphlet is to 
prepare the public for a contemplated advance in freight 
rates; and 

“Whereas, Said pamphlet is biased, partial and mis- 
leading and gives only a fraction of the truth bearing 
on the situation by omitting, among other things, the 
following facts and figures: 

“The net income per mile of road of the railroads 


in the United States for 1907 exceeded that for 1897 by . 


$1,534—an increase of 345 per cent. 

“The net income per mile of road in Group I (New 
England) for 1907 exceeded by $740 that for 1897—an 
increase of 41 per cent. 

“The net income per mile of road in Group II 
(Trunk Line territory) for 1907 exceeded that for 1897 
by $2,525—an increase of 170 per cent. 

“The net income per mile of road of the roads in 
Group III (C. F. A. territory) for 1907 exceeded that for 
1897 by $1;605—an increase of 521 per cent. 

“The surplus from operations of, roads in Group III 
for 1907 was $258 per mile greater than the net income 
of the roads in said Group for 1897. 

“The net income of all the railroads in the 


‘United States for 1907 was...............- $449,461,188 
And for 1897 ideo. Ge SW. SS. BULAN SES 81,257,506 
Excess 1907 over 1897 ......c.cccecccccccces 368,203,682 
An increase Of .........seeeeee cece eee eeeeees 453 per cent 


“The surplus from operations of all the railroads in 
the United States for 1907 exceeded the net income for 
1897 by $60,065,785. 

“The amount of stock paying dividends increased 
from $1,603,549,987 in 1897 to $4,948,756,203 in 1907—an 
increase of $3,345,206,225. 
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“The rate of dividend on stock increased from 5.43 
per cent in 1897 to 6.23 per cent in 1907—an increase 
of 14.7 per cent. 

“The revenue per train mile, all trains, of the rail- 
roads in the United States for 1897 was $1.382. 

“The average cost of running a train one mile, all 
trains, for the same year was 92.9 cents. 

“Profit, 45.3 cents per mile. 

“The revenue per train mile, all trains, of the rail- 
roads in the United States for 1907 was $2.177. 

“The average cost of running a train one mile, all 
trains, for the same year was $1.47. 

“Profit, 70.7 cents per mile. 

“For 1907 the profit per train mile, all trains, ex- 


ceeded the profits for 1897 by 25.4 cents per mile—an . 


increase of 56 per cent. 

“Now, therefore, be it resolved, by shippers from 
all sections of the United States in conference assem- 
bled: 

“First—That as said pamphlet does not set forth all 
the essential facts and is biased and misleading, said 
document is not a proper one for educating the public 
and does not fairly set forth the full information to 
which the public is entitled; 

“Second—That the facts do not justify any general 
advance in freight rates, but, on the contrary, call for 


a reduction thereof; 


“Third—That an executive committee of this confer- 
ence be, and the same is hereby, created with all the 
powers of this conference and with full power to act 
during any recess thereof; 

“Fourth—That said executive committee be, and it 
is hereby, instructed to prepare a full and complete 
answer to said pamphlet, or other similar pamphlets, and 
to circulate the same for the education of the public as 
to the true situation, and for the further purpose of 
correcting any erroneous impression that may have 
resulted. from said pamphlet or other pamphlets of a 
similar nature; 

“Fifth—That as any proposed general advance in 
freight rates will disturb existing business conditions, 
same is hereby opposed and will be resisted by all legiti- 
mate means; 

“Sixth—That when this conference adjourns it does 
so subject to the call of the chairman.” 

The present meeting was the result of a preliminary 
conference held here two-weeks ago. This earlier meet- 
ing was participated in by representatives of the Re- 
ceivers’ and Shippers’ association, Lumbermen’s club, 
freight and classification committee of the Carriage 
Makers’ club, Manufacturers’ and Paint clubs of Cin- 
cinnati, the local branch of the National Metal Trades 
association, the Traffic bureaus of the Dayton chamber of 
commerce and the Columbus board of trade, the In- 
dianapolis freight bureau, Ohio Shippers’ association, 
the Traffic bureau and Business Men’s club of Toledo, 
Toledo Founders’ and Metal Trades associations and the 
freight and classification committee of the Carriage 
Builders’ National association. 


Write Letters to Trunk Line Presidents. 


A joint letter was addressed by this conference to 
W. C. Brown, president of the New York Central sys- 
tem; Oscar G. Murray, president of the Baltimore & 
Ohio railroad, and James McCrea, president of the Penn- 
sylvania railroad. This letter read as follows: 
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“The pamphlet issued by Mr. C. C. McCain, chair- 
man of the Trunk Line association, entitled ‘The Di- 
minished Purchasing Power of Railway Earnings,’ brings 
to the front again the question of a general advance in 
freight rates, particularly in Official Classification terri- 
tory. 

“In this question the shipping. public—the man who 
pays the freight—is vitally interested. 

“It is assumed that the carriers, for whom Mr. Mc- 
Cain speaks, do not expect either his premises, or his 
conclusions deduced therefrom, to pass unchallenged. 

“The clear-thinking, fair-minded American citizen is 
not for cheap transportation per se. He wants the best 
‘service that it is possible for the carriers to furnish, 
and is willing to pay therefor a reasonable and just 
compensation—a compensation that’ will enable the car- 
riers to adopt the most approved and up-to-date trans- 
portation equipment and appliances, to* pay liberal wages 
to their employes, and will yield annually a fair return 
on the capital devoted to the public use and convenience, 
and leave a reasonable surplus to tide them over periods 
of business depression—predicated upon the affairs of 
the carriers being administered in an honest, economical 
and skillful manner. 

“Reverting again to the issue raised by Mr. Mc- 
Cain’s pamphlet, the questions arise whether the premise 
on which he bases. his argument is meritorious, and 
whether his conclusions are supported by the actual net 
results to the railroads of the United States for the year 
1907 versus 1897. 

“We are willing to concede that from the year 1897 
to 1907 the wages of railroad employes, the price of fuel, 
the price of many materials used by the railroads and 
taxes have increased. 

“We are further willing to concede that if owing to 
such increases, the net results to the railroads of the 
United States in 1907 show relatively a decrease in the 
net income, and a material decrease in the rate of divi- 
dends on stock, as compared with the year 1897, that 
Mr. McCain has proven his case, and his stated conclu- 
sions are justified. 

“On the other hand, if the records show that the net 
income per mile, passenger earnings per train mile, 
freight earnings per train mile, and the rate of dividend 
on stock materially increased in the year 1907 over 1897, 
after making due allowance for the increase in wages 
paid employes, cost of fuel, cost of equipment, cost of 
other materials, taxes, etc., then we claim that Mr. Mc- 
Cain’s premise is without merit, his conclusions wholly 
unjustified, and, therefore, he loses his case. 

“We believe the issues as thus stated are as fair to 
the carriers as to the shippers. 

“We do not find throughout Mr. McCain’s elaborate 
argument a single table comparing the actual net finan- 
cial results to the railroads of the United States in. the 
‘year 1907 with those in the year 1897. 

“In discussing.a question of such momentous impor- 
tance to the carriers and the shippers as that of ‘an 
advance in freight rates,’ the keystone of the argument 
should be the ‘net financial results.’ But if we read Mr. 
McCain’s argument correctly, the keystone thereof is 
that the carriers between Chicago and New York re- 
ceived the same revenue on a fifteen-ton car of fourth 
class freight in 1907 as in 1897, namely: $105, and that 
this $105 would purchase in 1907 less of labor, fuel, roll- 
ing stock and other materials than in 1897. 
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“Unless the keystone of an argument is fundamen- 
tally correct, and is well grounded in right, reason and 
equity, the whole argument totters and ually falls of 
its own weight. 

“We believe that among thinking men it ‘will be 
conceded that the only fundamental and logically correct 
keystone to support an argument on the subject of ‘an 
advance in freight rates’ is the actual ‘net financial re- 
sults’ to the carriers. 

“The carriers having initiated the issue, and sinithits 
predicated their case upon a comparison of wages, cost 
‘of fuel, equipment, taxes, etc., during 1907 vs. 1897, 
cannot fairly object to their proposition to advance 
freight rates, being tested by the rule of ‘net financial 
results.’ 

“By way of supplying such a test, we have collated 
the statistics indicated in the tables on the large sheet 
attached hereto.* These data are taken from the annual 
statistical reports of the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion. Inasmuch as the figures from which these tables 
were compiled were furnished to the Commission by the 
carriers under oath, it must be assumed that they are 
correct. - 


“The five tables appearing on said sheet disclose the 
following facts: 

‘“First Table—The net income per mile of road of 
the railroads in the United States for 1907 exceeded that 
for 1897 by $1,534—an increase of 345 per cent. 

“Second Table—The net income per mile of road in 
Group I (New England) for 1907 exceeded by $740 that 
for 1897—an increase of 41 per cent. 

“The net income per mile of road in Group II 
(Trunk Line territory) for 1907 exceeded that for 1897 
by $2,525—an increase of 170 per cent. 

“The net income per mile of road of the roads in 
Group III (C. F. A. territory) for 1907 exceeded that for 
1897 by $1,605—an increase of 521 per cent. 

“The surplus from operations of roads in Group III 
for 1907 was $258 per mile greater than the net income 
of the roads in said Group for 1897. 

“Third Table—The net income of all of the 

railroads in the United States for 1907 was.$449,461,188 
Ana: for 3697 2... 002 AEST 81,257,506 
Wades 190T Gver 2607 62. eR 368,208,682 
An increase of ....... cde MOET eS cae row ee 453 per cent 

“The surplus from operations of all the railroads in 
the United States for 1907 exceeded the net income for 
1897 by $60,065,785. 

“Fourth Table—The amount of stock paying divi- 
dends increased from $1,603,549,978 in 1897 to $4,948, 
756,203 in 1907—an increase of $3,345,206,225. 

“The rate of dividend on stock increased from 5.43 
per cent in 1897 to 6.23 per cent in 1907—an increase 
of 14.7 per cent. 

“Fifth Table—The revenue per train mile, all trains, 
of the railroads in the United States for 1897 was $1. 382. 

“The average cost of running a train one mile, all 
trains, for the same year was 92.9 cents. 

“Profit, 45.3 cents per mile. 

“The revenue per train mile, all trains, of the rail- 
roads in the United States for 1907 was $2.177. 

“The average cost of running a train one mile, all 
trains, for the same year was $1.47. 

“Profit, 70.7 cents per mile. 

“For 1907 the profit per train mile, all trains, ex- 


*For tables referred to see page 424. 
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ceeded the profit for 1897 by 25.4 cents per mile—an 
increase 9f 56 per cent. 

“Many other illustrations could be made in connec- 
tion with these tables. These few, however, will suffice. 
It must be remembered that the percentage of increase 
shown jg after making allowance for increase in wages, 
rolling gtock, taxes, coal, other materials, etc. 

“Statistics are usually somewhat dull. But a study 
of these is as fascinating as the story of ‘Aladdin and 
His Wonderful Lamp.” In 1897 the railroad Aladdins of 
the United States touched the railroads with the ‘Lamp 
of American Genius,’ and the results in 1907 were as 
marvelous as any of the results secured by Aladdin from 
the touch of his wonderful lamp. 

“Does not a careful study of these five tables totally 
repudiate Mr. McCain’s four conclusions, as stated on 
page 75 of his pamphlet, which read as follows: 

““There has been, since 1897, a great reduction in 
railway freight rates, which has gone so far as to en- 
danger the maintenance of the present levels of railway 
wages and to threaten the stability of the whole railway 
industry and all allied industries. 

“‘Second—This decline has not been effected to meet 
the necessities or at the request of the shippers, but has 
been accomplished, without the effort of shippers or the 
consent of the carriers, through the gradual depreciation 
of the money in which rates are paid. 

“*Third—A readjustment of charges which will offset 
a part of this loss can be made without serious incon- 
venience to any shipper and without materially augment- 
ing the price of any article to the consumer. 

“*Fourth—The urgent need of a prompt readjustment 
of. sufficient extent to remove the necessity for a lower- 
ing of wages is fully realized by the public authorities 
charged with the duty of investigating such matters. 

“On this statement of facts the question is presented 
to the fair-minded American public, with the confident 
belief that the action which has become s> plainly neces- 
sary will receive their full and ungrudging support.’ 

“As to his first conclusion; can it be claimed that a 
scale of freight rates which produces a net income per 
mile of 345 per cent, and a dividend on stock of 14.7 per 
cent greater in 1907 than for 1897, shows that from 1897 
to 1907 ‘the reduction in railway freight rates has gone 
so far as to endanger the present level of railway wages, 
and to threaten the stability of the whole railway indus- 
try and all allied industries?’ The answer to this ques- 
tion is so obviously in the negative that comment on it 
is unnecessary. 

“As to his second conclusion; of how much impor- 
tance is it if in 1897 there has been a gradual deprecia- 
tion of money in which rates are paid, if for every dollar 
the railroads of the United States earned in net income 
per mile in 1897, they earned $4.45 in 1907? The ratio of 
depreciation of the purchasing power of a dollar is very 
small as compared with the ratio of increase of over 
4 to 1 in net income per mile. 

“As to his third conclusion; it does not appear that 
there is any ‘loss to offset. On the contrary, the facts 
shown by these statistics warrant a reduction in rates. 

“As to his fourth -conclusion; we heartily concur 
with the position of Chairman Knapp, of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission, as quoted on page 75 of Mr. 
McCain’s pamphlet, reading as follows: 

“<«Therefore, I, for one, do not hesitate to voice my 
desire to see our railroads make earnings which will 
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permit them, plainly permit them, to pay liberal wages 
te an adequate number of competent men, not only be- 
cause I believe they deserve it, but because of the influ- 
ence, the very great influence, of the scale of wages in 
public service upon the wages paid in every grade of 
private employment, and because that policy, I firmly 
believe, will promote the prosperity and happiness of all 
the people of our country.’ 

“We do not understand, however, that Chairman 
Knapp has, after comparing the net results of railways 
in the United States for 1907 with 1897, stated, or even 
intimated, that there was an urgent need of prompt 
readjustment of sufficient extent to remove the neces- 
sity for the lowering of wages, when it is considered 
that after paying the high wages, the increase in cost 
of fuel, rolling stock, taxes, etc., in 1907, the net in- 
come per mile was 345 per cent, the net income in 
dollars 453 per cent, the rate of dividends on stocks 
14.7 per cent greater for 1907 than 1897, and the surplus 
from operations for 1907 was $60,065,785 greater than 
the entire net income for 1897. 

“We submit that the scale of freight rates which 
in 1907 produced the marvelous results stated, negatives 
the suggestion that there is an urgent need of a prompt 
readjustment of freight rates of sufficient extent to re- 
move the necessity for lowering of wages. It is mani-- 
fest from the figures shown on these five tables (which 
are the carriers’ own figures, furnished under oath to 
the Interstate Commerce Commission), that no such. 
necessity exists. 

“We further submit that before Mr. McCain is justi- 
fied in making the claim which he does in the last 
paragraph of his fourth conclusion, there should be sub- 
mitted to the fair-minded American public the five 
tables above referred to. 

“When the public makes a careful study of these 
tables, it is not believed that it will concur in Mr. 
McCain’s view that there is a plain necessity for an 
advance in rates, nor will they give ‘their full and un- 
grudging support’ to such a move; 

“From the fact that the carriers in Official Classifica- 
tion territory have initiated a campaign of education, 
it is patent they have assumed the burden of justifying 
to the public their proposed action to advance freight 
rates. It, therefore, follows that their failure by undis- 
puted records to prove their contention, will be an ad- 
mission that an advdnce in their rates is not justified. 

“We fully realize that during the next five or ten 
years the carriers will’ need large amounts of new 
capital for increasing their terminal facilities, double 
and triple tracking, building of branch roads, increase 
in rolling stock, etc. 

“We commend to them the idea of printing the five 
tables shown on the large sheet attached hereto, and dis- 
tributing same to the investing public. It seems to 
us that no more glowing prospectus can be prepared. 
The investing public will accept these figures as being 
correct, as they are the official figures of the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission. 

“It seems to us that it would be much wiser if 
the carriers, in their efforts to secure new capital, would 
put forth reliable optimistic data, such as contained in 
these tables, rather than send out broadcast to the 
investing public such doleful and pessimistic utterances 
as contained in- Mr. McCain’s first conclusion, viz.: 

“‘There has been, since 1897, a great reduction in 
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railway freight rates which has gone so far as to en- 
danger the maintenance of present level of railway 
wages and to threaten the stability of the whole rail- 
way industry and all allied industries.’ 

“Such a statement emanating from the carriers 
themselves must create in the minds of the investing 
public a profound distrust of new railway securities. 

“Where the carriers have such splendid official data 
in their favor as these five tables, it is beyond under- 
standing why they will circulate such unwarranted 
pessimistic statements. It seems to us that they are 
bearing the security market against themselves. 

“In a spirit of conservatism, we submit this state- 
ment and these figures to you for careful checking, 
for the purpose of showing, if possible, wherein they 
are not correct, because we feel that only the. absolute 
facts should be made public. Otherwise overzealous and 
misguided state legislatures might make inaccurate 
statistical data the basis for further unwise state laws, 
affecting adversely the interests of the-carriers. We 
wish: to avoid this, as we are not in sympathy with the 
unwise state laws already on the statute books.” 


Question Put Up to McCain. 


Replies to this communication were received from 
Presidents Brown and McCrea... Both executives put 
the question up to McCain, but Mr. McCrea went as 
far as to deny that any general increase in rates was 
being contemplated by the Official Classification terri- 
tory carriers. 

Mr. McCrea said: 

“Your letter of October 11, addressed to President 
Brown of the New York Central Lines, President Mur- 
ray of the Baltimore & Ohio railroad and myself, was 
duly received. 

“You refer to a pamphlet issued by Mr. C. C. Mc- 
Cain and say ‘that it is assumed that the carriers, for 
whom Mr. McCain speaks, do not expect either his 
premises, or his conclusions deduced therefrom, to pass 
unchallenged,’ and you further state that the issue of 
this pamphlet ‘brings to the front again the question 
of a general advance in freight rates, particularly in 
Official Classification territory.’ 

“In the first place, no question of general piiveines 
in freight rates, ‘or in classification, is now under con- 
sideration or contemplated by the railroads in the ter- 
ritory in which our lines operate. 

*“In the second place, you are under a misapprehen- 
sion, as in the pamphlet referred’ to Mr. McCain does 
not speak for the carriers, but solely for himself. 

“It is true that Mr. McCain is chairman of the 
Trunk Line association, but he was also at one time 
auditor of the Interstate Commerce Commission, and 
occupied other positions, in all of which he has had 
an opportunity to give some study to the questions 
with which he has. dealt in his pamphlet, and some of 
the railroads—our ‘own among the number—have dis- 
tributed a number of these pamphlets for the same 
reason that we have distributed other pamphlets of a 
similar nature without necessarily agreeing with all the 
facts or deductions dealt with therein, but for the pur- 
pose of general ‘education of railroad men as well as 
the public, in problems affecting the carriers and the 
public. 

“The criticisms contained in your letter therefore 
should properly be addressed to Mr. McCain, and we 
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have forwarded your letter to him for his consideration 
and reply, if he desires to do so.” 

President Brown’s reply was even briefer; he wrote: 

“I am in receipt of joint letter of October 11, with 
enclosure, addressed to Mr. James McCrea, Mr. Oscar 
Murray and myself, and signed by your association and 
a number of other organizations of shippers, referring 
to the pamphlet entitled ‘The Diminished Purchasing 
Power of Railway Earnings.’ 

“TI have carefully noted same, and have taken the 
liberty of referring it to Mr. McCain, author of the 
pamphlet, for his consideration.” 


McCain Strikes Back at Shippers’ Statistics. 


As a result of the action of the Trunk Line execu- 
tives in referring the question to the author of the 
pamphlet that originated the present dispute, Chairman 
McCain replied to the shippers in a letter, which read 
in part as follows: 

“Your communication. addressed to Presidents Mc- 
Crea, Brown and Murray, relative to the pamphlet re- 
cently published by myself, entitled ‘The Diminished 
Purchasing Power of Railway Earnings,’ has been re- 
ferred to me for attention. It was believed that the 
marshaling of facts especially pertinent to this phase of 
the subject would conclusively disclose that the dollar 
now received by the carriers for their services has 
depreciated in its purchasing value by reason of the 
greatly increased costs in all branches of their opera- 
tion. You may ascertain that statement was made 
that the pamphlet did not indicate a policy which would 
be followed by the carriers with which I am associated. 
The undertaking was a personal one, and should not 
be construed as denoting the policy of the carriers 
with respect to higher charges. I may add that I have 
no knowledge of any plan looking to an immediate 
general advance in freight rates of carriers in Official 
Classification territory. 

“It is true that the net income of ‘all the railroads 
of the United States for 1907 increased 453 per cent 
when compared with the net income for 1897; also that 
such stock as paid dividends, the average rate of divi- 
dend paid increased from 5.43 per cent to 6.23 per cent. 
It may also be stated that the owners of shares of 
railroad stock received $220,978,028 greater dividénds 
in 1907 than in 1897. It should not be overlooked when 
considering these results that 32.73 per cent of the 
capital stock and 3.76 per cent of funded debt received 
no interest or dividend for 1907. The amount available 
for dividends, i. e., $308,088,627, is equivalent to 4.19 
per cent of the entire capital stock which, it is sug- 
gested, should be kept in mind when determining 
whether the results for the year 1907 are wholly satis- 
factory to investors. 

“I suggest that industrial conditions generally would 
be regarded as highly satisfactory were the carriers in 
position to return to all stockholders a_ satisfactory 
dividend. [ think it will be admitted that 6 per cent 
would not be regarded as excessive for this purpose. 
If this had been possible on the present capital in- 
vestment the carriers would have been required to have 
had available for stock dividends for 1907 $441,411,701. 
This would have exceeded the amount that was actually 
available for this purpose by $133,323,074, and which, 
being necessarily a part of their net income, would have 
increased the same for 1907 as compared with the net 
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income of 1897, upward of $500,000,000, or approximately 
600 per cent. 

“While the “average rate paid on dividend-paying 
stock in 1907 was 6.23 per cent, it should not be over- 
looked that only 36.78 per cent of the total capital stock 
received 6 per cent or higher, 14.88 per cent of the 
total capital stock received from 5 to 6 per cent divi- 
dend and 15.60 per cent received from 1 to 5 per cent 
dividend, while 32.73 per cent received no dividend. 
Similarly, it is noticed that 3.76 per cent of funded 
indebtedness returned no interest, 18.93 per cent not 
over 4 per cent interest, 54.40 per cent from 4 to 5 
per cent and 22.91 returned 5 per cent*or over. 

“I cannot but feel that your comparative data which 
especially directs attention to increases is not an en- 
tirely fair premise. I do not assume that you regard 
the return to railway investors in 1897 as sufficient, 
when 70.10 per cent of outstanding stock paid no divi- 
dends and 16.59 per cent of outstanding bonds paid no 
interest, or that you would claim under the foregoing 
showing that they were wholly adequate in 1907. 

“Consistent with the argument contained in the 
pamphlet, I may add that in my personal judgment 
the carriers are entitled to a more equitable adjustment 
of freight charges than exists at present. The decreased 
purchasing power of their earnings, the higher cost for 
capital, increasing taxes, the increasing public demand 
for facilities and additional regulatory burdens sug- 
gest the various demands for expenditures which must. 
precede returns to investors. If the latter shall reach 
an equality with agriculture, manufacturing and other 
industries, and be maintained for the entire capital in- 
vested, and provision also made for future requirements, 
such as new construction and equipment, increased 
facilities, etc., it must be evident that the present earn- 
ings, which return 6.23 per cent as dividend on 70 per 
cent of the capital stock and no dividend on 30 per 
cent, are inadequate. 

“Economy of operation is nowhere more intelligently 
directed than in the transportation business, but it 
would appear at times that the public claims the right 
to confiscate all such economies through rate reductions, 
burdensome legislation, etc., to the exclusion and in- 
difference of a reasonable return on the capital in- 
vested. If the railways are to receive no profit from 
increased service and improved methods and facilities, 
may it not be said that the men capable of bringing 
about these improved public conditions would better 
direct their efforts to other channels?” 


Declare McCain Figures Deceptive. 

Theodore Luth, of Ratterman & Luth, one of the 
representatives of the Receivers’ and Shippers’ associa- 
tion, was chosen as chairman of Tuesday’s meeting; 
John Manley, of the Metal Trades association, was made 
secretary. 4 

Commissioner Williamson of the Receivers’ and Ship- 
pers’ association took up the McCain pamphlet and 
pointed out what he considered its defects. He alleged 
that the author had made use of the proper figures in 
compiling his statistics, but that he had allowed them 
to disclose only part of the facts; that the figures in- 
corporated in Mr. McCain’s work did not convey a 
correct impression, because they failed to show re- 
sults as to the net earnings of the carriers. 

J. E. Hundley, commissioner of the Utica, N. Y., 
traffic bureau, followed with an arraignment of the 
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McCain figures and others before the conference and 
criticized the years chosen, declaring that the reports 
of the railroads for the first: half of the current fiscal 
year would prove a basis more just to public, shippers 
and carriers. Fair and reasonable consideration of the 
interests of all involved in the controversy was urged. 

The inopportuneness of any advance in freight rates 
at this time, when commerce, still dizzy from the blows 
of the late panic, was just struggling to its feet, was 
sounded by B. W. Campbell of the Wholesale Saddlery 
Association of the United States and the warning was 
given that an increase, in rates at this time would 
mean a bitter fight. Speeches along similar lines were 
made by several other delegates, including W. J. Evans, 
National Association of Agricultural Implement and Ve- 
hicle Manufacturers; C. Wood Walter, Receivers’ and 
Shippers’ association; Joseph Keavy, Indianapolis freight 
bureau; C. A. Barnard, Cincinnati Manufacturers’ club; 
Cc. S. Walker, Cincinnati Lumbermen’s club, and J. G. 
McDowell, Atlas Engine works. 

After a recess the letter from President Brown 
was read to the delegates, but was allowed to pass 
without comment, but Mr. McCain’s reply was taken up 
and discussed at great length. 

Following the reading of the letters to the Trunk 
Line presidents, the chair appointed the following as a 
committee on resolutions: Joseph Keavy; J. E. Hundley; 
W. J. Evans; W. B. Moore, Dayton chamber of com- 
merce; C. Wood Walter; C. A. Barnard; E. S. Goodman, 
chamber of commerce, Richmond, Va.; J. G. McDowell; 
A. G. Sherman, Niagara Frontier Shippers’ Traffic asso- 
eiation; H. W. Robinson, Ohio Grain Dealers’ associa- 
tion; W. D. Hurlburt, Wisconsin Pulp and Paper Manu- 
facturers’ association; Guy M. Freer, board of trade, 
Columbus, O.; John Leverone, Business Men’s Club of 
Cincinnati; Francis B. James and E. E. Williamson, Re- 
ceivers’ and Shippers’ association. This committee, after 
the noon adjournment, held a long meeting and drafted 
the resolutions printed in the early part of this article. 

The afternoon session, beyond the adopting of the 
foregoing resolutions, was taken up with routine. 


Conference Not Antagonistic to Carriers. 


Shippers are said to consider the present confer- 
ence one of the most successful ever held. But that it 
was antagonistic to the best interests of the carriers 
is a stricture that leaders of the movement deny. The 
position is taken by one of the foremost of these that 
the circulation of such pamphlets as “The Diminished 
Purchasing Power of Railway Earnings” is inimical to 
the best interests of the carriers themselves. If, it is 
contended, railroads will assist in the distribution of 
literature, the conclusions and deductions of which they 
cannot fully endorse, they lay themselves open to public 
suspicion of all educational matter emanating from their 
Offices. 

The responsible shipping interests of the country, 
it is declared, are anxious to co-operate with the car- 
riers; to meet them half way; they want the trans- 


portation companies to receive a square deal. They - 


are not opposed to the carriers’ receiving compensatory 
rates, but they do protest against actions that will 
alienate the conservative friends of the railroads. 

“The shipping public,” averred this authority, “will 
gladly welcome any statement from the carriers that 
will deal with the whole truth and the absolute facts. 
Pamphlets issued in the interests of the carriers which 
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ENDING JUNE 30, 1890 TO 1907 (TAKEN FROM ANNUAL STATISTICAL REPOR'#'S OF THE INTERSTATIS COMMERCE COMMISSION. 
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Income from operation. 


Income from other sources 


Net income. 
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183, 388 


52,524,764 


369,655,009 
125,090,010 


494,655,019 
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81,257,506 
87,377,989 
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SUMMARY SHOWING 


AMOUNT AND PERCENT OF CAPITAL 


STOCK UPON WHICH DIVIDENDS WERE DECLARED, AND 


AMOUNT AND RATE PERCENT OF DIVIDENDS DECLARED, 


FOR THE YEARS ENDING JUNE 30 
RAILROADS OF THE UNITE 


To 
Mf Per cent of 
Hf Year stock paying 
dividends 
1907 67 .27 
1906 66 .54 
1905 62 .84 
1904 57 .47 
1903 56 .06 
1902 55 .40 
1901 §1 .27 
1900 45 .66 
1899 40 .61 
1898 33 .74 
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paying stock. 
$4,948,756,203 $308,088,627 6.23 
4, 526, 958, 760 272,795,074 6.03 
41 19 ‘086, 714 237,954,482 5.78 
3,643, ‘427, 319 221 ,941,049 6.09 
3,450,737,869 196,728,176 5.70 
3,337,644,681 185,391,655 5.55 
2,977,575,179 156,735,784 5.26 
2,668,969, 139,597,972 5.23 
2,239,502,545 111,009,822 4.96 
1,818,113,082 96,162,889 5.29 
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7,742 3,413 1,414 4,827 3,029 1,798 1,877 *. To 
11,808 506 2,233 6,739 4,201 " 2,367 171 
9,099 3,637 2,130 6,767 5,285 1,482 1,469 13 
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COMPARATIVE st RY OF RESULTS OF OPERATION OF RAILROADS OF UNITED STATES, PER EE. OF LINE FOR 
R, ENDING JUNE 30, 1897 AND. ee 1 TAKEN FROM A AL moe REPORTS O on 
THE INTER COMMERCE COMMISSIO 
Year Mileage Gross Earn- Less Operat- Income Income Total Total Net Total Surplus 
ings pom ing Expenses. from from Income Deductions Income Dividends Tom 
Operation. Operation Other from (Ineludi Operation 
sources. Income. “Other Pay- 


ments from 
Net Income’’) 


1897 183,284 6,122 4,106 2,016 683 2,699 2,355 477 * 


444 33 
. 1907 227,486 11,883 7,687 3,696 1,260 4,956 2,980 1,976 1,355 621 
TABLE II. 


COMPARATIVE CONDENSED INCOME ACCOUNT PER MILE OF LINE OPERATED—BY GROUPS— FOR _— YEARS ENDING 


JUNE 1897 AND 190 


Group 1897 7,577 11,155 7,742 3,413 1,414 4,627 3,029 1,796 1,877 . 
I. 1907 9,161 16,314 11,808 4,505 2,288 5,789 4,201 2,336 2,367 171 
Group 1897 20,968 13,736 9,099 3,637 2,130 6,767 5,285 1,482 . 1,469 13 
si. 1907 23,836 24,588 16,602 7,636 8,288 11,174 7,167 4,007 8,224 783 
Group 1897 23,363 6,814 4,858 1,956 712 2,668 2,360 308 517 * 209 
Ill. 1907 26,015 14,922 10.0385 4,284 1,558 5,889 3.926 1,913 1,347 566 


TABLE I 
CO Tie CONDENSED INCOMis ACCOUNT i. ALL THE 
LROADS IN THE UNITED STATES FOR YEARS 
ENDING JUNE 30, 1897 & 1907. 








Mileage Mileage 

Item 183, 284 227, 455 
$1 20,089 773 = $2. 689.405 578 

i from operation.......... ,122,089, ,689,105, 
ree ae Supa. PS a 752,524,764 1,748,515,814 
Income from operation..........---- 369,568,009 840,589,764 
Income from other sources...........-- 125,090,010 286,583,942 
Total income. . 494,655,019 1,127,173,706 
Total deductions from i income. 413,397,513 677, 712, 518 
Net income. ene 81,257,606 449,451,188 

Total dividends Gnelu ng e er pay- 

‘ments from net income’’).........--- 87,377,989 308,137,924 
- *6,120,483 141 323,264 


Surplus from operations. ...........-- 
*Deficit. 





TABLE IV. 


SUMMA RY SHOWING AMOUNT AND PER CENT. OF CAPITAL ST oC 
UPON WHICH DIVIDENDS WERE RE DECLARED, AND wD A (OUNT 
AND RATE PER CENT OF DIVIDENDS DEOLA 


YEARS ENDING JUNE 30, 1897 AND 1907—ALL RAIL- 
ROADS OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Year Per Cent of Amount of Average rate 
Stock Paying Stock Paying Amount Paid Paid on 
Dividends Dividends in Dividends Dividend 


Paying Stock. 
1897 29 .90 $1,603,549,978 $87,110,599 5.43 
1907 47 .27 4,948,756,203 308,088,627 6.23 





TABLE V. 


COMPARATIVE SUMMARY OF RESULTS FROM OPERATION OF 
THE RAILROADS OF THE UNITED STATES—PER MILE UNIY 
—FOR THE YEARS ENDING JUNE 30, 1897 AND 1907. 


Averag? 
Revenue Revenue Revenue Revenue Revenue Cost of 
Per Per Toa Per Train Per Train Post train Ryneew 


Year. Peri er. of on Mile Mile e 
_ Per Mile, Passenger rt. All Ons “Mile 
Cents, Trains. Trains. Trains, All 
; Trains, 
Cents. 
1897 2.022 -798 $0.9. S95} 7. $1.65. as $1.38.194 $0.92.918 
1907 2.014 792 1:25.805 2,74,0 y 2.17.741 1,46.993 








put forth only part of the truth, and are therefore 
misleading, cannot help but react and have a harmful 
effect upon their interests.” 


Meeting Largely Attended. 


The official roster of the conference shows a large 
attendance of delegates representing influential com- 
mercial interests. The organizations and individual com- 
panies represented were: 

Utica, N. Y., traffic bureau and chamber of com- 
merce; chamber of. commerce of Dayton, O.; Com- 
mercial club of Terre Haute, Ind.; National Association 
of Agricultural Implement and Vehicle Manufacturers;. 
National. Grain Drill Manufacturers’ association; Car- 
riage Manufacturers’ Association of America; National 
Wagon Manufacturers’ and National Plow associations; 
Indiana Hardwood Lumber Manufacturers’ association; 
National Saddlery Manufacturers’ association; Highland 
Iron and. Steel company; Indianapolis, Ind., freight 
bureau; Indianapolis board of trade; Indianapolis Com- 
mercial club; Commercial elub of Evansville, Ind.; 
Atlas Engine works, Indianapolis; Ohio Grain Deal- 
ers’ association; National Hay association; National 
Kraut Packers’ association; chamber of commerce of 
Richmond, Va.; National Paving Brick Manufacturers’ 
association; Wisconsin Pulp and Paper Manufacturers’ 
association; United States Cast Iron Pipe and Foundry 
company, Chicago, Ill.; Wholesale Saddlery Association 
of United States; Carriage Builders’ National associa- 
tion; board of trade, Columbus, O.; Ohio Wholesale 


Liquor Dealers’ association; Cincinnati Milling Machine 
company; Cincinnati branch, National Metal Trades as- 
sociation; Kemper-Thomas company, Cincinnati; Union 
Hay and Grain company, Cincinnati; Business Men’s 
Club of Cincinnati; Heekin Can company, Cincinnati; 
Lunkenheimer company, Cincinnati; Windisch-Muhl- 
hauser Brewing company, Cincinnati; Manufacturers’ 
and Carriage Makers’ clubs, Cincinnati; West Cincinnati 
Business association; Queen City Furniture club, Cin- 
cinnati; Cincinnati Furniture exchange; Lumbermen’s 
club, Cincinnati; Cipcinnati branch, National League of 
Commission merchants; Cincinnati Produce exchange; 
Receivers’ and Shippers’ association; King Powder com- 
pany; Peters Cartridge company, Cincinnati; Ohio Ship- 
pers’ association; Cincinnati Paint club; traffic bureau, 
Business Men’s club; Founders’ association and Metal 
Trades association of Toledo and board of commerce, 
Detroit, Mich. 

In addition, letters pledging moral and financial 
support were received from representative organizations 
at Peoria, Ill, Baltimore, Md., St. Louis, Mo., New 
York, N. Y., and Guthrie, Okla. 





Chicago Passive in Present Movement. 


Chicago organizations, it will be noted, took no part 
in the Cincinnati conference. The stand taken by both 
the Illinois Manufacturers’ association and the Chicagy 
Association of Commerce was that there is now a truce 
between railroads and shippers on the subject of xu 
general advance in rates and that any action on the 
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part of the local associations would be impolitic. 

“At the conference in Chicago last May,” said John 
M. ‘Glenn, secretary of the Illinois Manufacturers’ asso- 
ciation, “the seventy-five associations represented chose 
a committee which should be ready at any time to take 
up the question. The roads notified us that they did 
not intend to raise the rates then, and that when they 
decided to do so, they would notify us: They have not 
done this, and we could not consistently take any part 
in the conference and still be acting in good faith.” 

A readjustment of the differentials between the 
eastern cities is a phase of the subject question, how- 
ever, that this organization fears may bring about an 
upheaval in conditions. 

“This, of course, would be a serious advance to 
certain parts of the country,’ wrote Mr. Glenn to the 
Cincinnati association. “We have expressed our opinion 
to certain of the eastern railway executive officers that 
such a change would tend to stir up some very bitter 
feeling and possibly tend to arouse the shippers’ an- 
tagonism toward the railroads similar to the effect of 
the proposed general advance in rates two years ago. 
There can be only one result of this—serious agitation 
for increased legislation looking to the further control 
of the railroads. 

“We believe the best course for the railroads at this 
time and perhaps hereafter is a conservative one. There 
should be a closer alliance between the transportation 
lines and ‘the shippers and receivers of the country, and 
no move that tends to any material change in railroad 
rates or regulations should be undertaken without a 
full and complete conference with the representatives 
of the shipping, receiving and consuming public, and we 
respectfully suggest that your meeting confine its recom- 
mendations along this line, stating clearly if the rail- 
roads do see fit to undertake the advance in rates, even 
to the extent referred to above, the shippers will make 
most serious protest and effort to prevent same.” 


Rice Rate Hearing Next Week 


Baton Rouge, La., October 22.—The state railroad 
commission has announced that it will hold a hearing 
October 26 in the case of the Louisiana Rice Millers’ as- 
sociation vs.’ the carriers operating within this state in 
the matter of mileage rates on clean rice. 

At the same time further consideration will be given 
to the case of the New Orleans Board of Trade against 
Morgan’s Louisiana & Texas Railroad & Steamship com- 
pany, involving the question of maximum rates on clean 
rice from intrastate points to New Orleans. This case, 
as well as the foregoing, was to have been heard at a 
previous session, but when the time for the meeting 
came the petitioners in the former suit were not ready 
to argue their case and it was deemed advisable, inas- 
much as both complaints dealt with rice rates, to post- 
pone consideration of both cases until such time as the 


parties to the suits would be ready to present their 
pleas. 





TO CUT PULLMAN RATES. 


Guthrie, Okla., October 22.—It is reported that the 
state corporation commission will reduce intrastate Pull- 
man rates. The new schedule is to provide a minimum 
seat fare of 25 cents and a rate of % cent per mile. 
~The maximum berth rate has been fixed at $1.50. 
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CONTEST FOR NEW SYSTEM ON 


Southwestern Shippers’ Traffic Association Asks Inter- 
state Commerce Commission to Make 
Gulf Ports Basing Points 








Washington, D. C., October 22.—The opening gun of 
the legal battle of southwestern shippers to have the 
gulf ports basing points for rates into their section of 
the country has been fired. The Southwestern Shippers’ 
Traffic association,. representing commercial interests in 
more than 200 towns in Kansas, Colorado, Oklahoma and 
Texas, has filed a bill of complaint with the Interstate 
Commerce Commission, asking for the inauguration of 
a new system of rate construction. The complaint is 
directed against the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe rail- 
way and 54 other common carriers, including some of 
the most important railroad and steamship lines in the 
country. : 

In substance, the complaint says: 

“The petition of the above-named complainant re- 
spectfully shows: 

“That the complainant, Southwestern Shippers’ Traf- 
fic association, is a voluntary association, not organized 
for profit, existing in the states of Kansas, Colorado, 
Oklahoma and Texas, for the purpose, among other 
things, of securing reasonable freight rates between the 
Atlantic seaboard territory and the southwest, via gulf 
ports; that said association has as members the various 
freight and traffic bureaus and commercial organizations 
in more than 200 towns and cities in the states of Kan- 
sas, Colorado, Oklahoma and Texas; that said freight 
and traffic bureaus and commercial organizations have 
as members large numbers of shippers, manufacturers, 
merchants and farmers, all of whom are interested in 
procuring reasonable and just rates, and adjustment of 
rates to the southwest; that the principal offices of said 
association are at Wichita, Kan., and Galveston, Tex.; 
that the officers of said association are: 

“President, John L, Powell, president of the Johnston- 
Larimer Dry Goods company, Wichita, Kan, 

“Vice-president, J. H. Johnston, traffic manager Okla- 
homa Traffic association, Oklahoma City, Okla. = 

“Secretary-treasurer, H. H. Haines, secretary Galves- 
ton Chamber of Commerce, Galveston, Tex. 

“That the defendants above named are common car- 
riers engaged in the transportation of property by con- 
tinuous carriage, by rail and water shipments, as their 
various lines and connecting routes may run, from points 
located within what is known as the ‘Atlantic seaboard 
territory’ on the one hand and points in the states of 
Kansas, Colorado, Oklahoma and Texas on the other 
hand, and as sueh common carriers said defendants are 
subject to the provisions of the act to regulate commerce 


approved February 4, 1887, and acts amendatory thereof- 


or supplementary thereto. 

“That the states of Kansas, Colorado, Oklahoma and 
Texas now contain a vast population engaged in agricul- 
ture and all the useful occupations pursued in a highly 
civilized community; that the people of these states, as 
citizens of the United States, are entitled to use the 
facilities which nature has afforded them for cheap trans- 
portation through the deep-water ports on the Gulf of 
Mexico, the same as the people of the eastern part. of 
the country are allowed to use and avail themselves of 
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the ports on the Atlantic ocean; that the development 
of the resources of these states, and the prosperity of 
their inhabitants, demand that commerce shall be al- 
lowed to move freely through the gateways on the Gulf 
of Mexico, and that such movement shall not be ob- 
structed by excessive and unreasonable freight rates be- 
tween the east and the southwest, via routes passing 
through such gateways; that the through class and com- 
modity rates between what is known as the ‘Atlantic 
seaboard territory’ and points like. Denver, Colo., Wich- 
ita, Kan., Oklahoma City, Okla., and other points in the 
states of Colorado, Kansas and Oklahoma are, generally 
speaking, based upon the all-rail rates, or upon the sea- 
and-rail rates via Atlantic ports, from the Atlantic sea- 
board territory to the southwest, and are made via the 
Atlantic or gulf ports; that the natural and most eco- 
nomical route for making shipments from the Atlantic 
seaboard territory to points in the southwest is via 
Galveston and other ports on the Gulf of Mexico; that 
in order to maintain the present rate adjustment at the 
Missouri river the carriers make their rates the same at 
common points on said river whether the shipment is 
made through the Atlantic or gulf ports; that this equal- 
ity of rates at the Missouri river is maintained by the 
lines operating through gulf ports meeting the rates 
established by the lines extending from the east to the 
west through Aflantic ports and terminating at the Mis- 
souri river, while the rates at intermediate points be- 
tween Galveston, Tex., and other gulf ports, and the 
Missouri river, are maintained at a much higher level 
than the schedule of rates charged at the Missouri riveT: 
that there are no natural or commercial conditions that 
would justify the carriers in maintaining a higher‘ rate 
from Atlantic seaboard territory to points in this south 
west territory via the gulf ports than is charged ‘for 
like shipments from seaboard territory to points on the 
Missouri river over any existing route; that a full in- 
vestigation of the cost of service and the conditions 
affecting the transportation of commodities between At- 
lantic seaboard territory and the southwest will show 
that reasonable freight rates-via the gulf ports. to this 
south and west territory should, in every instance, be 
as low as reasonable rates to points on the Missouri 
river without regard to the route or routes over which 
shipments are made to points on said river; that the 
defendants maintain numerous lines and publish through 
rates over the same on class and commodities from sea- 
board territory to points in the southwest via the gulf 
ports; that shipments made over such routes are car- 
ried over a long water route and a short rail route; 
while shipments made via the Atlantic ports to the 
same points are carried over a short water route and 
a much longer rail route; that the cost of shipment over 
said routes to points in the southwest will be found 
upon investigation to be lower via the gulf ports in al- 
most every instance than the cost of such shipments 
to the same ports via the Atlantic ports. 

“That, notwithstanding the natural conditions and 
existing facilities and the necessity for handling freight 
cheaply and conveniently through Galveston and other 
gulf ports to the southwest territory, the defendants pub- 
lish and exact through class rates from Atlantic sea- 
board territory applying through Atlantic or gulf ports 

as follows, viz.: 
“To Missouri River Common Points.—Through class 
rates to the Missouri river are made on the Mississippi 
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river combination. For example, the class rates from 
following seaboard points to the Mississippi river are as 
follows: 
“Subject to the official classification, in cents per 
100 pounds: 
First Second ne Third 


From— Class. Class. Class 
Pe eee 83 72 , 61 56 
TROWE ON 20s) Wve 50.0 gienbeoss 78 68 58 53 
Philadelphia, Pa.......csccces 72 62 53 51 
pe ee eer eee 70 60 51 50 

Rule Fourth Fifth Sixth 

26. Class. Class. Class. 
Bento, MRR as voice eos, cane 45 38 33 28 
i A OS ee erate 42 37 31 26 
gD Sere ae 41 35 29 24 
Believe. BAG» <0 cienssnenpie 40 34 28 23 


“For through class rates add to the above the fol- 
lowing rates from Mississippi river to Missouri river 
common points, subject to the Western Classification, in 
cents per 100 pounds: 


CUAMBENS. St a KS SRK 1 2 3 * 5 
I iil hse nuaesicM atin eteis 60 45 35 27 22 

SO Soe ec eccacewvesebces's A B Cc D E 
TROD. ike Chats <tihe aciciewnn’ 24% 19% 17 13% 11 


“Commodity rates to the Missouri river points are 
made in the same manner, 

“Rates to Kansas Points—The through first-class 
rate from seaboard territory to Kansas points via gulf 
or Atlantic ports is $1.80 per 100 pounds, governed by 
the Western Classification. The remaining class rates to 
Kansas points via gulf or Atlantic ports are made upon 
the Mississippi river combinations, and such through 
rates to the following Kansas points are made by adding 
to the seaboard-Mississippi river scale the following 
rates subject to the Western Classification in cents per 
100 pounds: 


NS icsciniSs anism anual nis:+ Sears 4 2 3 4 5 
BONGA TAC. osc oS oivcccbes tikes 95 17% 59 49 
Wichita and Hutchinson rate. 98 81 64 55 
WE SEDs 6 coc aniacsecdccan 102% 851% 68% 57 
Arkansas City rate........... 103 86 70 58 
AREROMY:. CAEOs b0.k.c0csccigece vies 107 90 73 58 

I ce ao ace wigs diate cuaoieaaleed A B Cc D E 
Salta PACS ei is. esicsie weds 51% 40% 34 26% 21 
Wichita and Hutchinson.... 55 41% 36 28 22 
Wiemene 345.825. oSe. 571% 44 37 30 22% 
Agwanshs CUP 54 w dore 5a y o den 58 44 37 31 24 
MAMIE nin ie ¥sose in'ieca 4a @ ooo 61 45 40 33 25 


“Through class rates to other Kansas points are 
made in the same manner. 

“The said defendants publish in southwestern lines’ 
tariff No. 9-B, I. C. C. No. 608, various through com- 
modity rates from seaboard territory to the above-named 
Kansas points, which rates apply via both Atlantic and 
gulf ports. All other commodity rates applying through 
gulf ports to this territory are made on the Mississippi 
river combination, as shown by the defendants’ published 
tariffs carrying said commodity rates on file with The 
Commission, all of which tariffs are hereby referred to 
and made a part of this complaint. 

“Rates to Colorado Points—The through class rates 
from Atlantic seaboard territory to Colorado common 
points applying through Atlantic and gulf ports subject 
to the western classification in cents per 100 pounds, are 
as follows: 


Soe Sec ate Ges de 2 3 4 5 
WOO. 6 od HX 234 191 148 116 - 93 
CARS 1. ik cdi bate A 8: Cc D E 
BI so siiine <-ereuens Ace 108% 82% 75 66% 59 


“And through commodity rates from Atlantic sea- 
board territory to Colorado common points are shown in 
items Nos. 32-383, inclusive, of Sedgman’s joint freight 
tariff No. 34-B, I. C. C. No. 37 and amendments thereto, 
which tariff is hereby referred to and made a part of 
this complaint. ~ 
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“Rates to Oklahoma Points.—Through class and com- 
modity rates from Atlantic seaboard territory to substan 
tially all points in Oklahoma are published in southwest- 
ern lines’ tariff No. 9-B, I. C. C.' No, 608, and amend- 
ments thereto. The .class rates subject to the Western 
Classification in cents per 100 pounds are as follows: 


Se 050s aeinces 1 2 3 + 5 
ORE ac 3 @:00eg Obese 180 154 129 114 89 

CE ink Hi U4 in 8 A B Cc D E 
RN a ten ee Ahiages 96 83 70 59 52 


“Through commodity rates from Atlantic seaboard 
territory to Oklahoma points are carried in the same 
tariff and are set out in items Nos. 306-469,. inclusive 
thereof, which tariff is hereby referred to and made a 
part hereof. 

“Through class and commodity rates from Atlantic 
seaboard territory to Texas points are published in Sedg- 
man’s joint freight tariff No. 16-A, I. C. C. No, 21, ap- 
plying via gulf ports and subject to the Western Classifi- 
cation. Such class rates in cents per 100 pounds, as 


shown by said tariff to important points in the state of. 


Texas, are as follows: 


LS iio isacin vis Sui aunin a tied pawns 1 2 3 4 5 
Houston from New York City....... 92 ™ .77% 68 57 45 
Houston from other seaboard ter- 

FAV PS 6 FEEL. FEC OSR See ded 107 89 78 66 53 
Fort Worth, Dallas and other com- 

ENS SSC cine 6 oso Cae ces oo ead Sua 3) Tae’ «36325 $9 
Amami . .asila- Baiaicdwes -gceb.. 182 158 136 122 95 
Be NO a ech oc thin Cove oh baits Uihsite pea 184 162 146 135 100 

SB Bet ret FE Oek e VeliVilselee A B Cc D E 
Houston from New York City...... 51 45 37 36 26 
Houston from other seaboard ter- 

WED So Gale RUE ails CD Tae Cali bid de chit 59 53 45 44 44 
Fort Worth, Dallas and other com- 

MTOM “POINTS. 5 0/0. od a's vss och sssdocde 97 85 71 59 53 
Rite} + a8 « ricci Rtawcdt ts bien 104 90 76 63 57 
Es caja wee erend yokes + 0a Ga We the 107 96 76 64 58 


“Through commodity rates from Atlantic seaboard 
territory to Texas common points are shown in items 
Nos. 239-754, inclusive, and Nos. 757-823, inclusive, of 
the same tariff, which tariff is hereby referred to and 
made a part of this complaint. 

“The complainant hereby especially refers to and 
makes a part of this complaint any and all tariffs and 
the amendments thereto published or concurred in by 
said defendants or any of them covering said class and 
commodity rates via gulf routes between Atlantic sea- 
board territory and the points herein above named loca- 
ted in the states of Kansas, Colorado, Oklahoma and 
Texas, which may be on file with the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission, 

“That all-of the said through class and commodity 
rates hereinbefore referred to established and exacted 
by the said defendant companies from Atlantic seaboard 
territory via gulf ports to Salina, Wichita, Hutchinson, 
Winfield, Arkansas City and Anthony, and other points 
in the state of Kansas; to common points in the state 
of Colorado; to points named and referred to herein in 
the state of Oklahoma and to Houston, Fort Worth, Dal- 
las, El Paso and other points in the state of Texas tak- 
ing the same rates as said cities in said state are unjust 
and unreasonable, in violation of section 1 of the act to 
regulate commerce, and said through class and com- 
modity rates above referred to subject shippers and 
members of the complainant’s association in the several 
cities and towns named and referred to herein in the 
states of Kansas, Colorado, Oklahoma and Texas to un- 
just discrimination and undue and unreasonable preju- 
dice and disadvantage in violation of the second and 
third sections of the act to regulate commerce and said 
through class and commodity rates above referred to 
from Atlantic seaboard territory via gulf ports to the 
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points named and referred to herein, located in the 
states of Kansas, Colorado, Oklahoma and Texas, are 
unjust and: unreasonable relatively as- compared with 
such through class and commodity rates established and 
exacted by the defendants from Atlantic seaboard terri- 
tory to Missouri river common points and to western 
Arkansas points via Galveston and other gulf ports. 

“Wherefore complainant prays that the defendants 
be required to answer the charges herein, and after full 
hearing upon its complaint an order be made by this 
Commission prescribing what will be the just and rea- 
sonable said through class and commodity rates to be 
observed in the future by the defendants from Atlantic 
seaboard territory via their lines operating through gulf 
ports to the several cities and towns named and referred 
to herein located in the states of Kansas, Colorado, Okla- 
homa and Texas, 

“And the complainant further prays that the Com- 
mission further find and prescribe what will be a reason- 
able relation of said through class and commodity rates 
between said points to be observed by said carriers in 
the future, as compared with the said through class and 
commodity rates from Atlantic seaboard territory via the 
gulf ports, to Missouri river common points and to west- 
ern Arkansas points, and that the Commission order -and 
require the defendants to maintain a schedule of through 
class and commodity rates via gulf ports from Atlantic 
seaboard territory to the intermediate cities and towns 
located in the states of Kansas, Oklahoma and Texas, 
which shall not exceed at the same time the schedules 
of through class and commodity rates maintained by said 
defendants via the gulf ports between Atlantic seaboard 
territory and common points on the Missouri river and 
western Arkansas points, and that such other and fur- 
ther. orders may be had as the Commission may deem 
necessary in the premises and complainant’s cause may 
appear to require. 


“SOUTHWESTERN SHIPPERS’ TRAFFIC ASSN. 


n “By John L. Powell, President. 
“Attest: H. H. Haines, secretary. 


“A. E. Helm, attorney for complainant.” 
It is understood that the defendant carriers will have 
to defend the present rate status not only against the 


onslaughts of this organization, but will be forced to 


combat the arguments of the proposed intervenors on 
behalf of the complainant, the railroad commissions of 
Texas, Colorado, Kansas and Oklahoma, 


AFTER MORE BOSTON & MAINE STOCK. 


Boston, Mass., October 22.—Application has been filed 
with the state railroad commission by the Boston Rail- 
road Holding company for permission to issue 6,724 ad- 
ditional shares of capital stock, at a par value of $100 
per share. It is stated that the company is desirous of 
purchasing 5,826 additional shares of preferred and 15,755 
of common stock of the Boston & Maine railroad. 


TO CONTINUE CEMENT RATE FIGHT. 

Philadelphia, Pa., October 22.—Four of the five trade 
bodies which united some time ago in an investigation 
of alleged discriminations in cement rates against this 
city have already signified their intentions of pursuing 
the contest further and taking the matter before the In 
terstate Commerce Commission. These four organiza- 
tions are the Bourse, the Chamber of Commerce, thé 
Commercial Exchange and the Board of Trade. 
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SEEK TO WIN BY INJUNCTION 


Lumbermen File Bill in Circuit Court, Making Com- 
mission Co-defendant with Railroads, 
for Recovery of Reparation 








Making the Interstate Commerce Commission co- 
defendant with the carriers originally parties to the 
proceedings before that body, the J..W. Thompson Lum- 
ber company et al. and Russe & Burgess et al. have 
filed suits in the United States Circuit Court for the 
Northern District of Illinois, asking that the Commission 
be compelled to modify its orders in the cases brought 
by these complainants so as to direct the payment of 
reparation on certain lumber shipments, claims for which 
were denied by the Commission. 

The facts involved are said to be substantially as 
follows: June 20, 1907, George D. Burgess et al. filed 
complaint with the Commission against the Transcon- 
tinental Freight Bureau and the carrier members thereof, 
alleging unreasonable rates from Chicago and rate points 
to Pacific coast points on hardwood lumber; this case 
was docketed as No. 1138. About the same time com- 
plaint was filed against the Illinois Central et al. by the 
J. W. Thompson Lumber company et al, alleging unrea- 
sonable rates from Memphis to New Orleans on hardwood 
lumber; this case was docketed as No. 1227. 

The case of Russe & Burgess, now before the Cir- 
cuit court, is predicated upon the findings of the Com- 
mission in No. 1138, supra. It is set forth in the bill 
of complaint filed with the court that the rates involved 
in the proceedings before the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission were those on hardwood lumber from Chicago 
and rate points, and from Mississippi river points, in- 
cluding Memphis, to Pacific coast points. It appeared 
that for several years prior to 1904 this rate had been 
75 cents per hundred pounds; that effective January 18, 
1904, this rate was increased to 85 cents. This, the com- 
plainants contended, in a petition filed with the Com- 
mission June 20, 1907, was unjust and unreasonable. 

In an opinion dated June 2, 1908, and published in 
THE TRAFFIC BULLETIN for June 20, 1908, the Commis- 
sion held that the rate should not exceed 75 cents, but 
awarded reparation only on shipments moving subsequent 
to the filing of the complaint. Thereupon, a petition for 
rehearing was filed by the complainants in which they 
sought, among other things, to have the Commission 
amend its report in so far as it adjudged all claims for 
the exeessive rate accruing on shipments made prior to 
the filing of the original complaint barred by laches and 
to have the said report award reparation and direct a 
reference to ascertain the amount each one of the com- 
plainants was entitled to. The application for a rehear- 
ing was denied by the Commission October 17, 1908. 

The lumbermen now come into court and allege 
that the report and order of the Commission, in so far 
as they deny them reparation on shipments made sub- 
sequent to the advance condemned in the aforesaid 
report, but prior to the filing of the complaint, was 
erroneous and should be annulled. 

“Complainants now respectfully show to this Honor- 
able Court,” reads the bill, “that the report of said Com- 
mission, in so far as it denied to these complainants 
reparation of said illegal and excessive rate on all the 
shipments hereinbefore mentioned, was erroneous and 
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that the same ought to be annulled, and, if need be, 
the said Commission ought to be enjoined to correct its 
said report and allow reparation on all shipments made 
after January 18, 1904, and priqgr to June 19, 1907, in 
which the complainants should establish that they paid 
excess.” 

“The shipments hereinbefore mentioned” refer to a 
statement included in the bill covering shipments made 
between January 18, 1904, and June 19, 1907, upon which 
the Commission denied reparation. 

The complainants ask an annulment of the Commis- 
sion’s order in so far as reparation was denied them; 
that judgment be rendered in their favor against the 
defendant carriers for the amount of the excess paid, 
or an order to enjoin the Commission to correct their 
report and order.in Case No. 1138 so as to allow such 
reparation in favor of the complainants and to proceed 
and ascertain by appropriate proceedings the amounts 
due each complainant and to issue an order directing 
the payment of the same. R 

The suit filed by the J. W. Thompson Lumber com- 
pany et al. is based on similar premises and prays for 
the: same action by the Circuit court. Here the rate of 
12 cents on lumber from Memphis to New Orleans was 
declared unreasonable in so far as it exceeds 10 cents, 
but reparation was denied on shipments moving prior to 
the filing of complaint with the Commission, although it 
appeared that the advance had been made February 2, 
1903. 

Unusual interest is said to attach to these cases for 
at least two reasons: One is the rather unique situation 
in which the Commission finds itself co-defendant with 
a railroad company for the first time, it is said, in its 
existence; the other is the extent of the right of a 
shipper to recover reparation; whether, if a rate is 
declared unreasonable by the Commission and reparation 
awarded from the time of the filing of the complaint, it 
was not unreasonable from the time it went imto effect 
and, if so, whether laches can prove a bar to the com- 
plainant’s right to the recovery of damages. 


Brown Optimistic Over Traffic 





While in Chicago on a trip of inspection last week, 
W. C. Brown, president of the New York Central system, 
gave out the following interview concerning traffic con- 
ditions on the New York Central: 

“Business is excellent on the New York Central and 
the road is moving a heavier volume of traffic than it 
ever before has experienced, exceeding even the records 
of 1907. 

“I cannot say that the activity is centered in any 
particular line of traffic,-for everything seems to contrib- 
ute. Yet, perhaps, the heaviest demand for equipment 
comes from the iron and steel trade and from the manu- 
facturers, and we have not yet fully felt the demands of 
crop moving.” 


INTERCHANGE BETWEEN PENNSYLVANIA LINES 
INCREASES. 


Pittsburg, Pa, October 22—Last morth 215,574 


freight cars were interchanged between the eastern and 
western lines of the Pennsylvania system. This was an 
increase of 48,209 cars. For the first nine months of this 
year there was an increase of 237,333 over the corre- 
sponding period last year. 
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ANSWERS “SQUARE DEAL” PLEA 


Manager of Birmingham Freight Bureau Replies to 
Recent Chautauqua Speech of Vice- 
President W. L. Ross 








Birmingham, Ala., October 22.—Terming his reply 
“The Other Side of a Square Deal,” J. T. Slatter, man- 
ager of the freight bureau of the Merchants’ and Manu- 
facturers’ association of this city, has made the follow- 
ing answer to the recent address of Vice-President W.: 
L. Ross, in charge of the traffic of the Clover Leaf sys- 
tem: 
“The Chautauqua speech of Vice-President Walter L. 
Ross, of the Chicago & Alton, and the Toledo, St. Louis 
& Western railroads, delivered at Lincoln, Ill, and 
printed in THE TRAFFIC BULLETIN of October 2, reflects 
a fast dying sentiment of indifference to the public, 
which is as hopeful of good results as it is worthy of 
encouragement. In some parts of this most remarkable 
and radical flight of oratory, one is reminded of the 
swan song of a dying dynasty. But one can see that 
the ‘public be pleased’ policy is not swallowed without 
many a grimace and mental protest, for it is so much 
the antithesis of the old Vanderbiltian policy of the 
‘Public be damned’ that old-timers wince at its adoption. 

“But this spirit of pleasing the public is so founded 
in sane judgment that it is bound to come, and its prac- 
tice is more or less observable in the management of 
large corporations of to-day. It is a good sign of a 
closer relationship between the people and public serv- 
ice concerns; it assures a better understanding, less 
friction, and more liberal treatment from both sides, 
than could ever obtain under the old order of, things. 
The plan of giving first consideration to the people, 
rather than the stockholders, means not only greater 
security in the confidence of the public, increased busi- 
ness, and immunity from so-called “irrational legisla- 
tion,” but it further removes the railroads from the 
mooted idea of government ownership. 

“The railroads have been slow to recognize their 
duty to the public; it entailed things they- were loath to 
undertake; but the enlarged powers of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission, and the activities of that highly 
honorable and just body, have finally awakened them to 
the fact that a railroad is a quasi-public institution, 
charged with certain duties to the people which may not 
be evaded, or ignored. Some of the advanced thinkers 
admit the wisdom of government regulation, and are 
profoundly impressed with their responsibilities and obli- 
gations in an undertaking touching so vitally the com- 
mercial life and progress of the country; but some there 
be who still hold back and oppose any movement to 
make them serve instead of command. Their number 
will grow smaller each year, until, in very self-defense, 
they, too, will join the ranks of the ‘Public be pleased’ 
movement. 

“This new idea, when carried out, cannot be claimed 
as a virtue, but a duty long neglected; when well per- 
formed its reward is surer and more enduring than 
could ever be hoped for in .the days of indifference. The 
only singular thing about it is, that it has not been 
recognized and practiced, sooner; the most haughty and 
imperialistic railroad manager that ever refused audi- 
ence to a civic committee, seeking a new passenger sta- 
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tion, or a change of schedule, knows perfectly well, now, 
that it is wiser to listen and explain than to fight and 
contend. Pleasing the people is nothing more nor less 
than practicing patience and fairness; it is the founda- 
tion stone of all successful enterprises dependent upon 
public patronage; it ig the only sensible policy to pursue, 
and the only basis of permanent prosperity. 

“Mr. Ross pleads for a ‘square deal’ as the only 
thing the railroads seek, or ever sought; was it a 
square deal when they maintained a lobby at Washing- 
ton, with an unlimited expense account, to defeat the 
safety appliances bill? Was it a square deal when the 
big shippers were given drawbacks, passes and special 
trains, and the little fellows bluffly told to go to the 
demnition bow-wows? Is it a square deal to levy taxa- 
tion without representation? Freight rates are made 
with relation to the value of the commodity transported, 
and not the cost of service; they are, therefore, in the 
nature of a tax, to be laid, with an unbridled hand, on 
commerce, not according to the cost of service, but as 
to how much it will bear. Chief Justice Marshall once 
said, ‘The power to tax is the power to\ destroy;’ can 
the people afford te surrender such a power, hand it over 
to any organizatiov, without holding it answerable for 
its fair and just use? And, further, is it a ‘square deal’ 
to quote a freight rate to a shipper—name it to him in 
writing, should he ask it—and, after he has predicated 
a contract on it, to charge him a higher rate, on the 
grounds that the quotation was in error? Is it a square 
deal for a railroad to abrogate such a contract and be 
held immune from liability, simply because the technical 
construction of the law permits them to do it? Yet 
this very thing is done every day, by every railroad in 
the land, and in the face of it Mr. Ross ‘hollers’ for a 
‘square deal.’ Does it not look like a similar demand was 
due from the other side? 

“The ‘radical and illogical legislation’ which he 
claims cumber our statute books have stood the test. of 
the highest court in the land, and have been pfonounced 
sound and fair; are the courts wrong, and Mr. Ross 
right? All of the people cannot be wrong all the time, 
Mr. Ross to the contrary notwithstanding; they de- 
manded certain reforms from the railroads, which were 
not granted; they felt that such demands were fair and 
equitable to both sides, and, when they were denied, 
often without the courtesy of a reason why, they very 


‘naturally turned to other means of relieving their diffi- 


culties. The Supreme court has upheld most of the so- 


called ‘radical and illogical legislation’ as good, sound, 
constitutional law. Does Mr. Ross deny the wisdom and 
justice of that body? 

“This plea for ‘a square deal’ sounds very well from 
the rostrum, and reads pleasantly enough, in print, but 
when states have assumed to exercise authority over 
railroad rates within their borders, they have been met 
with federal court injunctions, sworn out on the declara- 
tion that the proposed rates were confiscatory, and yet 
they had never been given a trial. 

“As one after another of these injunctions have been 
dissolved by the higher courts, and the ‘confiscatory’ 
rates given a fair trial, the net earnings of the enjoin- 
ing roads have invariably shown an increase. 

“Mr. Ross may very well say, ‘I come to you with 
no apology for the business I have been connected with 
all my life, for the railroad business, of itself, is a 

(Continued on Page 431.) 
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Answers “Square Deal” Plea 


(Continued from Page 430.) 

highly laudable one, and needs no apology; but it does 
need regulation, if for nothing else than restriction of 
its zealous managers to pile up dividends by imposing 
such rates of freight as bear too heavily upon a com- 
modity or a community. The most radical railroad re- 
formers have subscribed to the usefulness of this great 
industry; it is only the abuse of the power it carries 
with it which is sought to be restrained. We fully agree 
with the speaker concerning the vast benefits afforded 
this country by the railroads; they have proven potent 
factors in making this the greatest country on the globe; 
but, while they have been of inestimable value in at- 
taining our industrial supremacy, it should not be for- 
gotten that the people were here before there were any 
railroads, and made their existence possible. 

“The railroads are entitled to freedom from harmful 
and unwise laws, discriminatory restrictions, popular 
clamor and a square deal. All of these they will get 
with tenfold interest, when they fall in line of pleasing 
the people rather than ignoring them.” 


Rates with Electric Lines Up 


Washington, D. C., October 22.—One of the hearings 
scheduled to be held before Examiner McCornack, of the 
Interstate Commerce Commission, at Cincinnati, O., on 





‘Saturday next is expected to throw considerable light on 


the attitude of the steam railroads toward joining with 
electric lines in joint rates and through routes. 

The case in question is that of the Columbus Trac- 
tion company against the Baltimore & Ohio Southwest- 
ern, Norfolk & Western and Cincinnati, Lebanon & 
Northern railroads, and is docketed as case No. 2062. It 
was to have been heard last month, but the hearing was 
postponed until the 30th of this. 

The complainant alleges that the Cincinnati, Lebanon 
& Northern railroad has taken up the switch connecting 
its line with that of the defendant at Norwood, O., and 
that the Southwestern has done the same with the switch 
connection at Hillsboro, O., the Norfolk & Western like- 
wise with the connection between the two roads at Rich- 
ards, O.; that only a‘few yards of space is necessary to 
be covered by switch tracks in order to complete the 
physical connection between the complainant’s tracks 
and those of the defendant steam carriers at the places 
before mentioned. 

The traction company further charges that the de- 
fendants insist on having no physical connections with 
the complainant’s tracks and that they decline to join 
with the electric line in the establishing of joint through 
rates. Complainant avers that, were said joint through 
rates established, its business would be doubled or 
trebled, and that many industrial plants would locate 
along the complainant’s right-of-way. 


PENNSYLVANIA COAL TRAFFIC GROWS. 

Pittsburg, Pa., October 22.—Coal and coke shipments 
originating on the lines of the Pennsylvania, east of this 
city and of Erie totaled 1,113,187 tons for the week énd- 
ing October 9, an increase of 167,135 tons over the same 
week last year. The increase for the year to the same 
date, as compared with the corresponding period in 1908, 
is 5,483,290 tons, 
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NEW CONFERENCE RULINGS OUT 


Interstate Commerce Commission Makes Public New 
Series of Informal Decisions on Traffic Questions 








The Interstate Commerce Commission has made pub- 
lic the following informal rulings adopted in conference: 
May 4, 1909. 

FREE TRANSPORTATION TO SHIPPERS OF PER- 
ISHABLE FREIGHT.—The tariffs of a carrier included a 
refrigeration service, under rates named therein, on 
perishable freight. Upon inquiry whether the shippers or 
their agents might have free transportation to inspect 
the reicing of the cars: Held, That it does not appear 
that they are necessary caretakers within the meaning of 
Section 1 of the act. 

RATE IN EFFECT ON RECEIPT OF SHIPMENT 
IS THE LAWFUL RATE.—Freight was received by a 
carrier and bills of lading were issued therefor on 
December 21 and 29, 1908. The expense bills show the 
movement was made on January 1, 1909, on which date 
a new and lower rate went into effect: Held, That the 
rate in effect on the date the carrier received the prop- 
erty for transportation is the lawful rate. 

FREE TRANSPORTATION FOR FAMILY OF DE- 
CEASED EMPLOYE.—An engineer of one carrrier hav- 
ing ended his run for the day was preparing to return 
to his home over another line the train service of which 
was more convenient, He lost his life by inadvertently 
stepping in front of a train of this carrier. Upon inquiry 
whether, under the recent amendment to the antipass 
provision of section 1, free transportation might be 
given to his widow and children by the road by which 
he had been employed: Held, That the case comes 
within the spirit and meaning of the amendment. 

FREE TRANSPORTATION OF FAMILY OF EM- 
PLOYE.—May an employe use free transportation for the 
remains of his wife after they had been temporarily in- 
terred? Held, That within the meaning of section 1 of 
the act the deceased wife of an employe may be regarded 
as a member of his family until given permanent burial. 

CARLOAD SHIPMENTS.—A coffee broker purchased 
from three different merchants at New York three lots 
of coffee for shipment to one customer as one carload. 
The three lots were delivered to the carrier under cir- 
cumstances that would have entitled them to go to 
destination as a carload shipment had proper instructions 
been given. Because of the failure of the shipper’s agent 
to give such instructions the three lots went forward to 
destination as three shipments, at the less-than-carload 
rate. Upon inquiry by the carrier whether it might 
assess the carload rate: Held, That freight charges 
must be collected on the basis of the less-than-carload 
rate. 

FREE OR REDUCED-RATE TRANSPORTATION TO 
AND FROM EXHIBITIONS.—Specimens of ore that are 
not to be offered for sale but are intended exclusively 
for exhibition at the Chamber of Mines at Los Angeles 
may be carried free of charge or at reduced rates, under 
section 22 of the act. 

May 10, 1909, 

SIDE TRIPS NOT SPECIFICALLY SHOWN: IN A 
THROUGH TARIFF.—Modifying conference ruling No. 
148, in Bulletin No. 3, it is Held, That a note in a through 
tariff providing that passengers purchasing through 
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tickets thereunder shall be entitled to such side-trip privi- 
leges as aré stated in the individual tariffs, on file with 
the Commission, of the carriers that are parties to the 
through rate, is a sufficient compliance with the require- 
ments of the law and with the rules of the Commission. 

USE OF MILEAGE’ TICKETS IN NEW TERRI- 
TORY.—A tariff authorizes the sale of mileage tickets 
good between points within a specified limited territory. 
Subsequent to the date upon which such a ticket is sold 
and prior to the date of its expiration the tariff is 
amended so as to include additional territory. May such 
mileage ticket be thereafter honored for transportation 
between points in the added territory? Held, That the 
terms of the contract of original sale must be adhered 
to unless the amendment to the tariff specifically author- 
izes honoring outstanding tickets between points in the 
added territory. : 

TARIFFS PROVIDING FOR TRANSPORTATION OF 
CARETAKERS IN SMOKING CARS.—When an express 
company provides in its tariffs for free transportation 
for caretakers in charge of live stock, poultry or fruit, 
and the railroad company over whose lines such express 
company operates provides in its tariffs that such care- 
takers may be permitted to ride only in smoking cars, 
the tariff of the express company and that of the railroad 
company must definitely refer to each other. 

LESSEE ROAD NOT SERVING PUBLIC AS COM- 
MON CARRIER.—For operating purposes only a carrier 
leased twenty miles of its line to another railroad com- 
pany. The contract required the lessee, for an agreed 
compensation to be paid to it by the Iessor, to operate 
the lessor’s trains and to maintain its way, tracks and 
appurtenances, the rates and charges to be collected by 
the lessor and the lessee to have no direct dealings with 
the public. On the facts as stated in the inquiry: Held, 
That the lessor must publish the rates, fares and charges, 
and the lessee need not be a party to the tariffs nor 
concur therein, but is simply a contractor performing cer- 
tain services for the lessor. 

June 7, 1909, 


SUBSTITUTION OF TONNAGE.—A shipper proposed 
a tariff rule authorizing carload shipments of lime origi- 
nating at eastern points to be stopped at Omaha, where 
a part of the contents could be unloaded and an equiv- 
alent tonnage of cement or plaster substituted, the 
charges to final destination to be assessed in accord- 
ance with the rate on lime from the original point of 
origin: Held, That the proposed rule would be unlawful. 

SALE OF TICKETS AFTER DEPARTURE OF LAST 
TRAIN ON FINAL SELLING DATE.—Tariff quoting pas- 
senger fares provides that tickets shall be on sale be- 
tween certain specified dates and that they shall be good 
going for a specified period, including the date of sale. 
Passenger desiring to take advantage of such fare ap- 
plied for such ticket on the last day of sale and after the 
last train for the day had departed from that station. 
Agent refusea to issue the ticket desired. The time limit 
specified in the tariff was sufficient to carry passenger 
through to destination within that limit even if he left 
the initial point on the day following the last date of 
sale. Tariff did not require that journey should com- 
mence on date of sale of ticket: Held, That agent should 
have issued the ticket requested, the time limit there- 
under being sufficient to carry passenger through to des- 
tination by his starting on the following day, and the 
tariff containing no requirement as to date upon which 
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journey should begin: Held further, That if tariff had 
provided- that journey must commence on the day of sale 
of ticket, agent could not legally have issued such ticket 
after the last train for the day had departed on the 
last date of sale. . 

RESERVATION OF RIGHT TO ROUTE SHIP- 
MENTS.—The following rule in a published tariff was 
approved as lawful, subject to complaint by shippers: 

The A. & B. Railroad company reserves the right 
to route through to destination property delivered to it 
for transportation at the through rates shown in this 
tariff, and every carrier participating in such transporta 
tion shail have the right, in cases of necessity, to forward 
said property by any railroad or route between the point 
of shipment and the point of destination, or the point 
to which the rate is given; but if such diversion shall be 
from a rail to a water route, the liability of the car- 
rier shall be the same as though the entire carriage were 
by rail. 

PERFORMANCE OF TRANSPORTATION SERVICE 
WITHOUT RATES ON FILE.—At a recent prosecution 
instituted by the Commission of a carrier for engaging 
in transportation of interstate commerce without having 
previously filed with the Interstate Commerce Cimmis- 
sion lawful tariffs applicable thereto, and in which con- 
viction was had and fine of $12,000 was assessed, the 
court, speaking through Humphrey, J., said: 

“It thus appears not only. that the performance of 
interstate transportation by a carrier which has neglected 
to file and publish its rates and charges is a misde- 
meanor under the act to regulate commerce and under 
the Elkins Act, punishable by as severe penalties as any 
other violation of these acts, but it also appears that 
the requirement for filing and publication of the rates has 
been in the act to regulate commerce ever since the 
passage of the original Cullem bill, and that its im- 
portance has been recognized by the Congress by suc- 
cessive amendments designed to make it more precise 
and its violation more surely and more severely punish- 
able. 

“The railroad line of ‘the defendant here is entirely 
situated within the state of Illinois. It is not more than 
sixteen miles in length. It is really no more than a 
switching road connecting the various railways reaching 
East St. Louis and Alton, Ill., with each other and with 
various industries which have been established upon its 
rails, From the indictment and the plea thereto it ap- 


pears, however, that this defendant is engaged in the - 


transportation of property moving wholly by railroad 
from one state to another state. It is, therefore, as 
much subject to the act as though it owned and operated 
all the line of railroad connecting the points in different 
states between which moved the commodities mentioned 
in the indictment.” C. N. O. & T. P. Ry. vs I. C. C., 162 
U. S., 184; L. & N. R. R. vs. Behlmer, 175 U. S., 650; 


U. S. vs. C. & N, R. R. Co. (C, C. A.), 157 Fed. Rep., 321; ~ 


U. S. vs. Belt Line R, R. (C. C. A., 7th circuit, Gctober 
term, 1908). ; 

These authorities establish that the law regarding 
publication of rates and charges for interstate transporta- 
tion applies with equal force to all carriers engaging in 
such interstate transportation, whether such carriers 
operate trains from one state to another state or operate 
entirely within the boundaries of a single state. 

The chief object of the act to regulate commerce is 
the prevention of discrimination. Carriers, being engaged 
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in a public employment, must serve all members of the 
public on equal terms, This was the doctrine o? the 
common law. It has been explicitly stated and strength- 
ened by the successive acts to regulate commerce. The 
requirement of the act that all rates should be pub- 
lished is perhaps the chief feature of the scheme pro- 
vided for the effective outlawing of all discriminations. 
If this portion of the act is not strictly enforced, the 
entire basis of effective regulation will be lost. Secret 
rates will inevitably become discriminating rates. When- 
ever discriminating rates or practices are made public, 
a thousand forces of self-interest and of public policy will 
be set at work to reduce them to fairness and equality. 
The failure of any carrier to properly file and publish its 
rates is quite as serious a violation of the act to regu- 
late commerce as a failure to observe such rates after 
they have been properly filed and published. 

It is clearly the duty of the Commission to strictly 
enforce the provision of the law referred to, and it may 
confidently be expected that that duty will be performed. 

FREE OR REDUCED-RATE TRANSPORTATION TO 
MUSEUM OF NATURAL. HISTORY.—A museum of 
natural history, erected in a public park by private sub- 
scription and supported partly by taxes and partly by the 
income of funds contributed by citizens, may be given 
free or reduceg-rate transportation under section 22 of the 
act on articles intended for exhibition therein, notwith- 
standing the fact that as a means of securing additional 
income it charges an admission fee on certain days of 
the week, admission being free on other days. 

June 8, 1909. 

LIABILITY FOR MISROUTING.—Before delivering 
his merchandise to a carrier, a shipper was quoted a 
rate of 16 cents via all available routes between the 
points of origin and destination. Bills of lading were 
issued showing that rate and, at the shipper’s request, 
also showing routing via a named junction. Before deliv- 
ery was made at destination it was discovered that the 
16-cent rate did not apply over that route, and the deliv- 
ering carrier therefore assessed the sum of the locals 
through, that junction, amounting to 65 cents per 100 
pounds. Held, That as the rate quoted was inserted in 
the bill of lading, shipment ought to have been moved 
over a route carrying that rate, 

INTERPRETATION OF CONFERENCE RULING NO. 
3, BULLETIN NO. 3.—The case upon which this ruling 
was made was one where freight charges were collectible 
from the consignee. To give it general application, the 
words “from consignees” are now stricken from the rule, 
so that it will read: : 

“Collection of Undercharges—The Commission ad- 
heres to its previous ruling that carriers must exhaust 
their legal remedies to collect undercharges.” 

June 14, 1909, 


RATES BASED ON DECLARED VALUATION.—The 
agent of a shipper not knowing the value of a dog to be 
sent by express, nevertheless named a valuation of $500, 
and the resulting charges to destination amounted to $45. 
The dog was actually worth $15, and at this valuation 
the express charges would have been $8. The consignee 
declined to accept delivery and pay the charges de- 
manded. Upon inquiry whether charges may be collected 
on the basis of the actual value of the dog, it was Held, 
That the shipper is responsible for the act of his agent 
and that the charges at the valuation given must be col- 
lected, 
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RETURN OF CARETAKERS.—A shipment of live 
stock moved between two points over two connecting 
lines. Upon inquiry by the delivering road, which had 
a through direct line between the two points, it was 
Held, That it cannot free of charge return the care- 
takers over its own direct line through. to the point of 
origin of the shipment. “ 

IN THE ABSENCE OF INSTRUCTIONS INITIAL 
CARRIER NOT REQUIRED TO ROUTE VIA RAIL AND 
WATER.—Rule 70 of Tariff Circular No, 15-A contem- 
plates that where rail-and-water and -all-rail rates are 
available for a shipment the shipper shall designate 
which class of routing he desires and that the agent of 
the carrier shall secure such designation from the ship- 
per. 

A shipment was delivered to a rail carrier destined to 
a point to which it might be forwarded via either all-rail 
or rail-lake-and-rail route. No class of route was desig- 
nated by the shipper. Shipment was forwarded all rail: 
Held, That taking into consideration the liabilities of car- 
riers and the question of marine insurance upon water- 


borne traffic, the earrier’s agent did not negligently mis- 


route this shipment. 

CONTINUED USE OF TARIFFS NOT CONCURRED 
IN BY ALL PARTICIPATING LINES.—As stated in the 
Commission’s Special Order No. 3, series of 1909, of 
March 2, 1909, the Commission will not recognize as law- 
ful the use by any carrier, subsequent to June 1, 1909, 
of any tariff that was on file prior to May 1, 1907, and 
as to which the terms of the Commission’s Special Order 
No. 3, series of 1909, were not complied with on or bé- 
fore June 1, 1909. 

Any unlawful use of such tariffs will be vigorously 
prosecuted. If, however, stich a tariff not having been 
canceled is hereafter supplemented on statutory notice to 
show the list of participating carriers and their lawful 
concurrenees therein, such tariff may, subsequent to the 
lawfully effective date of such supplement, be used by 
the carriers shown in such supplement as lawfully par- 
ticipating and concurring therein. : 

CAR-SERVICE CHARGES ON TRAFFIC FROM AND 

TO CANADA.—With respect to traffic between points in 
Canada and points in the United States, the Commission 
does not waive the requirement that carriers shall file 
tariffs showing their terminal charges and that such 
charges must either appear specifically in the tariffs nam- 
ing the rates or the tariffs establishing such charges 
must be specifically referred to in the tariffs naming the 
rates. 
' INTERPRETATION OF AMENDED RULE 70 OF 
TARIFF CIRCULAR 15-A.—The amendment of April 6, 
1909 (Sup. No. 3, page 35), to Rule 70 of Tariff Circular 
No, 15-A is to be regarded merely as an application of 
the principle of the original ruling to cases based on the 
state of facts presented in the amendment, and carriers 
may settle all such claims arising after March 18, 1907, 
under the authority of the original ruling, without bring- 
ing them to the Commission, the carrier at fault to bear 
the entire burden of the refund without recourse on its 
connections for any part thereof. 

FREE TRANSPORTATION OF REMAINS OF DE- 
CEASED EMPLOYE AND FAMILY ACCOMPANYING 
SAME.—It is the view of the Commission that the spirit 
and meaning of the law with relation to free passes for 
employes and their families will not be violated if, in 
the case of the death of an employe while in the service 
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of a carrier, free transportation be given to his remains, 
and to members of his family who might lawfully use 
free transportation if he were still alive, to the place of 
interment and return to their homes. 

REFUND OF DEMURRAGE COLLECTED UNDER 
TARIFF NOT ON FILE DENIED.—The Commission will 
not entertain with favor claims for refund of demurrage 
charges, collected in accordance with a carrier’s estab- 
lished practice, solely upon the ground that the demur- 
rage tariffs were not on file with the Commission at the 
time the demurrage charges accrued. The failure to 
file demurrage tariffs constitutes a violation of the act, 
with which the Commission will deal through the depart- 
ment of prosecutions. 

APPLICATION. OF COMBINATION RATES ON 
FREIGHT MOVING THROUGH ANOTHER JUNCTION.— 
A shipment from a point in North Carolina to San Fran- 
cisco moved over the Southern railway to East St. Louis 
and thence by western lines to destination, no through 
rate being in effect. The Southern railway has a line to 
Lynchburg and another line to East St. Louis, its local 
rate from the point of origin to Lynchburg being less 
than its local rate to East St. Louis. But the joint tariffs 


" of the participating western lines named the same joint 


rate to San Francisco from the two points. Held, That 
the Lynchburg combination may be applied on freight 
forwarded directly through East St. Louis and not mov- 
ing through Lynchburg, but only under a tariff rule defi- 
nitely providing therefor. 

INTERCHANGE OF FREE TRANSPORTATION FOR 
EMPLOYES OF WATER LINES.—When a common car- 
rier by water, other than an ocean carrier, not subject 
to the act, unites with a carrier by rail for the interstate 
transportation of passengers, partly by water and partly 
by rail, under a common control, management, or ar- 
rangement, for a continuous carriage shown by concur- 
rence in tariff or tariffs duly published and filed with the 
Commission, such carriers can lawfully interchange trans- 
portation for their officers, agents and employes. 

June 21, 1909. 

CARRIERS SUBJECT TO THE ACT.~—A railroad not 
otherwise subject to the act subjects itself to the juris- 
diction of the Commission and the provisions of the act 
if it transports express matter for an express company 
that is subject to the act. 

June 22, 1909. 

INTERPRETATION OF RULE 70, TARIFF CIRCU- 
LAR NO. 15-A.—Under this rule any carrier, whether it 


be the initial or a connecting line, that misroutes a ship- , 


ment, thereby causing additional transportation charges, 
may, upon admitting its error, pay the damages arising 
therefrom, provided the whole burden is borne by it 
without participation therein by its connections. But the 
admission must be in good faith with respect to the par- 
ticular case of misrouting; the Commission will not rec- 
ognize the validity of any general agreement between 
two or more carriers by which one assumes responsibility 
for misrouting in all cases. 

RESPONSIBILITY FOR MISROUTING.—When a 
shipper has given routing instructions which the initial 
carrier fails to transmit to its connection, the initial car- 
rier shall be responsible for all additional transportation 
charges resulting from a misrouting of the shipment. 
June 23, 1909, : 

JOINT THROUGH RATES TO AND FROM PORTO 
RICAN PORTS.—Without at this time deciding whether 
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Porto Rico is to be regarded as a territory of the United 
States as that phrase is used in section 1 of the act, the 
Commission will recognize the validity of joint through 
rates from points in the United States to a port or ports 
in Porto Rico when properly concurred in by‘ the water 
carriers, as well as the validity of joint through rates 
from a port or ports in Porto Rico to points in the 
United States when likewise concurred in by the water 
lines, ee 

June 24, 1909. 

CONCURRENCES IN TARIFFS OF CARRIERS IN 
ADJACENT FOREIGN COUNTRIES.—Through rates and 
fares from points in the United States to points in for- 
eign countries adjacent thereto and through rates and 
fares from points in adjacent foreign countries to points 
in the United States are a great convenience, and the 
Commission therefore desires to permit and encourage 
the publication and filing of such through rates and fares 
under lawful and proper conditions. 

A joint tariff naming rates or fares from a point in 
the United States to a point in Mexico must be con- 
curred in by all lines, either in the United States or in 
Mexico, that are parties to the through rates or fares 
and participate in through transportation thereunder. 

Such tariff must either show the divisions of the 
rates or fares accruing to the roads in the United States 
to the border or a statement of such divisions of the 
rates or fares must be filed with the Commission, to- 
gether with and at the time the tariff itself is filed. 

If a road in Mexico desires to reserve the conten- 
tion that it is not amenable to the provisions of the act 
to regulate commerce or to the jurisdiction of the Com- 
mission, it may note such reservation on its concurrence. 

This rule applies in like manner to tariffs containing 
rates or fares from points in the United States to points 
in Canada, and also in like manner to tariffs containing 
rates or fares from points in -Mexico to points in the 
United States or from points in Canada to points in the 
United States, or from points in Mexico through the 
United States to points in Mexico, or from points in 
Canada through the United States to points in Canada, or 
from points in Mexico through the United States to 
points in Canada, or from points in Canada through the 
United States to points in Mexico. 

DISTANCE TARIFFS TO SHOW DISTANCE BE- 
TWEEN FREIGHT STATIONS.—Where rates are stated 
in a tariff at so much per mile, or according to distance, 
that tariff, or some tariffs specifically referred to therein, 
must show the distances between the stations between 
which such rates are to be applied. For the present fhe 
Commission will not apply this rule to mileage tariffs for 
passenger travel. 

June 29, 1909. 

SUBSTITUTION OF TONNAGE IN TRANSIT (can- 
cels Rule 85).—A milling, storage or cleaning-in-transit 
privilege cannot be justified on any theory except that 
the identical commodity or its. exact equivalent, or its 
product, is finally forwarded from the transit point under 
the application of the through rate from original point 
of shipment. It is therefore not permissible at transit 
point to forward on transit rate commodity that did not 
move into transit point on transit rate, or to substitute 
a commodity originating in one territory for the same or 
like commodity moving into transit point from another 
territory, or to make any substitution that would impair 
the integrity of the through rate. It is not practicable 
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to require that the identity of each carload of grain, lum- 
ber, salt, etc., be preserved, but, in the opinion of the 
Commission, it is not possible to lawfully substitute at 
the transit point any commodity of a different kind from 
that which has moved into such transit point. That is 
to say, oats or the products of oats may not he substi- 
tuted for corn, corn or the products of corn for wheat, 
nor wheat or the products of wheat for barley, nor may 
shingles be substituted for lumber, or lumber for shingles, 
nor may rock salt be substituted for fine salt, nor fine 
salt for rock salt; likewise oak lumber may not be sub- 
stituted for maple lumber, nor pine lumber for either oak 
or maple, nor may hard wheat, soft wheat, or spring 
wheat be substituted either for the other. These illus- 
trations are given, not as covering the entire field of 
possible abuses, but as indicating the view which the 
Commission will take of such abuses as they arise. 

To the end that abuses now existing at transit points 
may be eliminated, carriers will be expected to conform 
their transit rules and their billing to the suggestions of 
this rule. In the event of the failure of any carrier so 
to do, reductions of legal rates caused by transit abuses 
will be regarded as voluntary concessions from legal 
rates. 

TRANSIT PRIVILEGES.—It is the sense of the Com- 
mission that no transit privilege should extend beyond 
one year. 

LIABILITY FOR MISROUTING.—An initial carrier 
misrouted a shipment, resulting in additional transporta- 
tion charges, for which it admitted its responsibility and 
made settlement in accordance with Rule 70 of Tariff 
Circular No. 15-A. Subsequently the connecting line over 
which the shipment moved became a party to a tariff 
naming the same rate that applied at the time of the 
movement over another route. Thereupon the initial 
carrier and the connecting line requested permission to 
divide the misrouting overcharge: Held, That the petition 
must be denied on the ground that such a course would 
amount to the retroactive application of a published rate. 
July 2, 1909. 

PROCEDURE IN FORMAL CASES.—Complaints 
which involve the same or substantially the same prin. 
ciple, subject, or state of facts, even though two or more 
rates or regulations are alleged to be unreasonable or 
discriminatory and numerous shipmentS are affected 
thereby, should be included in one complaint, in which 
the several rates, regulations, discriminations and ship- 
ments are set out in items, exhibits or paragraphs... Two 
or more complainants may join in one complaint against 
one or more carriers, and one complainant’s complaints 
against two or more carriers may be included in one 
complaint, when the subject of complaint, the principle 
involved, or the state of facts is substantially the same. 
In other words, two or more complaints should not be 
filed when one complaint can be made fairly to cover 
the subject, the principle, or the facts. 

If one complainant or two or more complainants file 
separate complaints which rest upon the same principle 
or upon the same or a substantially similar state of 
facts, the Commission will, in its discretion, consolidate 
the several complaints into one case, under one number 
and title, so that the same may be disposed of in one 
hearing and in one report. ' 

Reparation will not ordinarily be awarded in a for- 
mal case attacking a rate as unreasonable or otherwise 

in violation of law unless intent to claim reparation is 
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specifically disclosed therein, or in an amendment thereto, 
filed before the submission of said case. The Commis- 
sion may, however, in the exercise of its discretion, upon 
good cause shown, and under unusual circumstances, deal 
specially with a particular claim for reparation. 

Claims for reparation based upon a decision of the 
Commission filed by complainants not parties to the 
case in which such decision was rendered will not or- 
dinarily be allowed unless reparation was claimed in 
the complaint upon which such decision of the Com- 
mission was based, or was awarded by the Commission. 
The Commission may, however, in the exercise of its 
discretion, upon good ‘cause shown, and under unusual 
circumstances, specially consider a particular claim for 
reparation of this class, 

Complaints for reparation must disclose as nearly 
as possible all the claims of complainant or complgin- 
ants covered by or involved in the complaint, except 
that when a general rate adjustment or a rate under 
which many shipments have been made to many des- 
tinations, or from many points of origin by many ship- 
pers, is involved, complaint may contain specific prayer 
for reparation on all shipments, and the proving up as 
to shipments and amounts of reparation due thereon 
be left until the questions of the reasonableness of the 
rate or rates and whether or not reparation will be 
awarded, have been decided. And each claimant for 
reparation under a decision that has been rendered must 
include all his shipments and claims in one complaint or 
statement. 


Endorses Views on Combinations 


Endorsement of the views on the question of rail- 
way combinations set forth in the Washington letter in 
our issue of October 9 is contained in a communication 
from J. H. Johnston, traffic manager of the Oklahoma 
Traffic association, in which he says: 

. “The undersigned most unhesitatingly endorse the 
position taken by your Mr. Barr in his Washington let- 
ter, as published in issue of October 9, on the subject 
of railway combinations. 

“In my judgment the general public can best be 
served by strong trunk lines, and as long as the entire 
field is not dominated by one financial interest it would 
seem that there can be little reasonable objection to an 
amalgamation of weak, independent lines with the 
stronger systems, for the good of both. 

“In this way the shippers get better through service 
with less transfer and consequently with less delay. at 
junction points, and as long as the national government 
has a reasonable control over the volume of freight 
rates, the railroads should be allowed to perform the 
service in such a way as to net the greatest possible 
return for the service rendered, taking advantage of all 
possible economies.” 





LOUISIANA FEELS CAR SHORTAGE. 


Lake Charles, La., October 22.—Many of the saw 
mills north of this city are complaining of a car short- 
age. Some of the planers are said to have closed down 
because of inability of carriers to furnish equipment 
to move shipments. The railroads are understood to be 
doing everything possible to relieve the situation, but 
the demand for cars for rice and sugar at this time is 


said to be a great factor in depleting the supply of 
rolling stock. 
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WORLD COMMERCE HER AIM 


Canada Builds Great Piers to Care for Large Traffic; 
, Montreal Facilities Attract Ten Ocean Lines 





By Samuel H. Barker, 
Financial Editor, The Philadelphia North American.* 

Progress is everywhere visible in Canada. It is 
seen in her cities, on her farms and among her indus- 
tries. Not only in those northwestern provinces, whose 
rapid strides have claimed such general attention, is sub- 
stantial development taking place, but it is going on in 
the older and more settled eastern parts ef this huge 
domain of 3,745,574 square miles. 

In the province of Quebec, where the English flag 
waves over a French people who owed: allegiance to 
Rome before St, James—a people alike quaint and 
thrifty, whose farms, with their clustered buildings and 
long, narrow fields, are as carefully tilled and as neatly 
kept as Pennsylvania’s pride farms in Lancaster county— 
are seen all the earmarks of prosperity. And so also is 
it in the maritime provinces further east. Everywhere 
are seen new houses, and especially enlarged and new 
barns. 

What Canada has done and is doing in the way of 
transportation has been related. The products of forest 
and farm must be exchanged for other products, and 
this goes to make world commerce. For this magnificent 
facilities have been provided at Montreal. Great piers 
surmounted by fine modern sheds have taken the place 
of o14 bulkheads, and the woefully inadequate and dilapi- 
dated makeshift sheds which did service so recently as 
two years ago, 

Now there are six river piers and sheds and two 
bulkheads with sheds, affording fine modern facilities 
for interchange of articles of commerce between steam- 
ships and railroads and drays. This port improvement 
has been carried out by the city of Montreal. It in- 
cludes a 1,000,000-bushel capacity grain elevator, from 
which conveyor apparatus is provided along the tops of 
the eight sheds, so that all steamships berthed along- 
side can receive grain while other cargoes are being put 
aboard. |‘ ; 

This city port. improvement is under control of a 
harbor board, which owns three shifting locomotives to 
move railroad cars as may be necessary. The Grand 
Trunk railway has a 1,000,000 bushels’ capacity grain 
elevator and other efficient port terminal arrangements 
at Montreal, as has also the Canadian Pacific railway. 
During the seven months that the port is open it is 
alive and bustling with world trade. No less than ten 
ocean steamship lines, operating to more than a score 
of seaports in eight foreign countries, run from Montreal. 

Above Quebec, up to which point the St, Lawrence 
is very deep, a ship channel 27% feet deep at low water 
and 300 feet wide has been largely completed. The 
channel is lighted and buoyed. In port improvements at 
Montreal the Canadian government has expended $782,- 
000 since 1905. At Quebec recent government port im- 
provement projeets have cost $770,000. 

In the construction of her national ports, Canada is 
profiting by the experience gained at the older harbors 
of Europe and is laying out, in each case, a comprehen- 
sive scheme of development, the commencement of 


*Reproduced by special permission of the North American. 
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which can be begun modestly as the means of a young 
country permit, but which can be added to uniformly 
from time to time, -as the development- of the country 
proceeds and the needs of trade require. 

Seeking to promote the export grain trade, the Cana- 
dian government has perfected a system of grain inspec- 
tion, which attempts, with much success, to carry grain 
through to its destination. Some objection has been 
made by agricultural interests on the ground that if 
grain could be mixed at outports the farmers would be 
able to dispose of inferior grades to better advantage, 
but the government insists upon standard for Canadian 
grain sent abroad. 

There are two grain inspection districts, one for the 
west, the other for the east of Canada. In the western 
district there are 1,354 grain elevators, with a ‘total ca- 
pacity of 58,535,700 bushels, all but thirteen of these 
being essentially local collecting elevators. In the east- 
ern district there are 39 grain elevators, with a capacity 
of 20,871,000 bushels. The whole quantity of Canadian 
grain exported last year exceeded 59,000,000 bushels, of 
which 28,400,000 bushels went through Canadian ports 
and the remainder through the United States, 

In 1900 the production of grain in Canada was 196,- 
000,000 bushels, of which the western provinces produced 
only 33,000,000 bushels. Last year Canada produced 
475,000,000 bushels of grain, of which 240,000,000 bushels 
was grown in the western district. The yield of wheat 
was 127,000,000 bushels. For this year the Canadian 
wheat harvest is estimated at 168,000,000 bushels, of 
which nearly 160,000,000 bushels will come out of the 
west. 

That vast grain country has even yet been scarcely 
entered upon, yet last year the field crops of Canada had 
& value of about $433,000,000, and Canada ranks. tenth 
among the countries of the world as a producer of wheat, 
sixth as a producer of oats and eighth as a producer of 
barley. These figures pale before our stupendous crops, 
but remember that the present population of Canada— 
7,184,000, people in all—is not one-twelfth that of. the 
United States. 

She is taking every measure within her power to 
increase her population, having a full realization of the 
patent fact that if Canada is to be developed quickly 
enough to guarantee to her that forward place among 
the countries of the world to which her vast but largely 
latent resources entitle her, she cannot wait upon natu- 
ral increase. And so she is encouraging immigration. 
In the decade prior to March 31, 1908, no fewer than 
1,166,126 immigrants entered Canada, 354,049 going over 
from the United States. It is estimated that the average 
American emigrant carries along money, stock and other 
effects to a value of nearly $1,000. 

For her fiscal year ended March last, Canada did: a 
foreign business amounting to $571,000,000. The pre- 
vious year, which was less influenced by general busi- 
ness depression, the figures reached over $650,000,000. 
Canadian foreign commerce has doubled in ten years. 
Her banks report aggregate assets of more than $1,000,- 
000, or three times as much as in 1898. 

Too long have -the majority of us in the United 
States regarded Canada as being largely a great frozen 
northland, the fur preserve of the new world. Except 
that proof is not lacking, it would not be believed that 
way up to the north of Alberta, at Fort Providence, near 
the Great Slave lake, wheat, potatoes, peas, tomatoes, 
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beets and onions come to maturity. In the short summer 
season the sun is visible there 20 out of 24 hours, making 
the days long and forcing vegetation. 

It is safe to predict that as year follows year we 
shall better appreciate and more keenly feel the twen- 
tieth century progress already gathering its forces and 
intrenching itself throughout the length and breadth of 
Canada for a huge forward movement. The Canadian 
nation is on the very verge of giving such an account 
of herself and her abilities that it well behooves the 
greater American nation to comprehend what is going 
on across the northern border. 


Traffic Reports Encouraging 


New York, October 22.—Reports of traffic movements 
westward show a steady increase and the local officials 
of the railroads handling the major portion of this ton- 
nage are said to be much encouraged over the outlook. 

It is felt, moreover, that, despite the constant growth 
in shipments, the threatened car shortage will not be as 
severe as is feared in some quarters. It is stated that 
larger cars and greater efficiency and despatch in loading 
and unloading are going to be factors in relieving some 
of the embarrassment attendant upon such conditions. 
Likewise, it is said that the zeal for repairs to rolling 
stock, which became manifest among the carriers some 
months ago, continues unabated, and that the expeditious 
thoroughness demanded by the carriers in the overhaul- 
ing of defective equipment is tending to keep the maxi- 
mum number of cars in service, with the minimum of 
delays through bad-order cars, 

Representatives of the Southern Pacific rail-and-water 
lines are quoted as saying that the amount of business 
now being handled by that system nearly approaches the 
banner records of two years ago. The outlook for the 
New York-guif water service is, despite the reduced 
cotton tonnage, said to be most gratifying. 

Officials of the Pennsylvania, while not seeing any 
prospects of an immediate boom, report that there is a 
steady and healthy increase in the volume of their ton- 
nage, and that the public seems to exhibit a tendency 
toward more liberal buying. Gains during the past few 
months are said to be particularly significant, the in- 
crease in. traffic for August of this year being 26 per 
cent over the same month a year ago. 

Roads out of New York report an increase of 27,000 
tons, or 20.11 per cent more freight this August than 
was shipped out in 1908. Of this year’s tonnage, the 
Pennsylvania carried 18 per cent, the New York Central 
14 and the Erie 8 per cent. General merchandise out of 
this city is said to be the heaviest in two years. Fast 
freight service to Pacific coast points, the running time 
being eleven days, is considered one of the factors con- 
tributing to this improvement. 

The falling off in traffic on the Missouri Pacific last 
month is now felt to have been only temporary. Al- 
though package freight to the west decreased about 25 
per cent during the last two weeks of September, re- 
ports for the current month show an improvement which 
is expected to more than offset last month’s loss. 





SANTA FE LOADING SHOWS UP WELL. 
October carloading on the Santa Fe is said to have 
increased 15 per cent. Lumber and industrial traffic are 
reported as moving freely, but grain shipments are said 
to be off. . 
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IDLE CAR REPORT CHEERING 


Although Shortage Is Largest in Two Years, Railroads 
Have Situation Well in Hand 

Despite the fact that the latest fortnightly bulletin 
of car surplusages and shortages of the committee on 
relations between railroads of the American Railway as- 
sociation shows the largest shortage in equipment in two 
years, the carriers are said to have the situation well in 
hand. In the language of the chairman of the .commit- 
tee, Arthur Hale, “the railroads have done even more 
than they were called upon to supply the average de- 
mands of trade and are going far to meet the extraor- 
dinary demand of the current month.” 

In presenting the present bulletin, No. 57, en- 
couraging as it is in the face of cries of car shortage 
that have arisen from various sections of the country 
in the past few weeks, Mr. Hale says: 

“This report shows a shortage of 23,431 cars, the 
largest which we have experienced for nearly two years. 
There is, however, still a surplus of 35,977 cars. The 
shortages are in the east and south, while the surpluses 
are chiefly in the west and northwest. 

“There seems to be no doubt that the railroads are 
carrying as much freight as they did in October, 1907, 
and it is to be noted that the shortages are less than 
one-third of what they were then, when there was no 
surplus at all as compared with the present surplus of 
35,977. It is also to be noted that the shortage is only 
10,232 cars more than it was a year ago, and the surplus 
has dropped only 17,411 cars in the last two weeks. The 
drop in surplus is almost exactly what it was a year 
ago, and it is probable that we have reached, or nearly 
reached, our maximum shortage, although it is also prob- 
able the surplus will be somewhat further reduced. If 
there is any serious shortage this fall, it will probably 
be upon the coal roads.” 


A comparative summary of conditions since May, 
1908, follows: 


SURPLUSES. 
Coal, 
Gondola 
No of and Other 
Date. Roads. Box. Flat. Hopper. Kinds. Total. 
3. =. ee 175 14,991 3,735 a 1,721 35,977 
Sept. 29, 1909..... 174 22,330 3,821 11,239 998 53,388 
Aug. 18, 1909..... 169 32,505 5,953 42,158 28,808 159,424 
July 21, 1909..... 165 116,221 9,971 78,675 38,487 248,354 
June 23, 1909.... 166 121,441 12,099 89,292 40,112 262,944 
May 26, 1909..... 158 118,077 14,9460 97,006 438,687 273,710 
April 28, 1909..... 161 107,665 16,487 110,538 47,638 282,328 
March 31, 1909... 158 101,344 20,428 128,546 46,282 296,600 
Feb. 17, 1909..... 159 23,924 135,208 43,797 301,441 
Jan. 20, 1909..... 162 127,204 26,723 116,680 41,057 311,664 
Dee. » 1908..... 158 87,350 16,247 79,595 38,885 222,077 
Nov. 25, 1908..... 160 45,194 12,157 43,854 31,624 132,829 
Oct. 28, 1908..... 158 39,383 10,185 31,541 29,803 110,912 
Sept. 30, 1908.... 160 42,593 10,365 49,795 381,039 133,792 
Ave. 19. TGs... 160 106,367 13,494 92,500 40,642 263;003 
July 22, 1908..... 166 120,580 14,401 125,739 47,960 308,680 
June 24, 1908..... 163 123,112 18,042 130,149 41,995 $13,298 
May 27, 1908..... 160 144,697 20,075 162,695 54,4387 381,904 
SHORTAGES. 

Oct. 18, 1909...... 175 14,693 1,367 5,100 2,271 23,431 
Sept. 29, 1909..... 174 8,184 655 4,392 1,351 14,582 
Aug. 18, 1909..... 169 556 277 1,076 100 ,009 
July 21, 1909..... 165 106 169 31 33 9 
June 23, 1909. 166 211 190 193 233 $27 
158 83 99 1,011 a 1,240 
April 28, 1909..... 161 144 106 74 173 7 
March 31, 1909 158 158 98 116 2 399 
Feb | 159 266 97 11 96 470 
Jan. 20, 1909..... 162 163 21 139 35 358 
Dec. 23, 1908..... 158 471 42 289 217 1,019 
Nov. 25, 1908..... 160 7,923 178 209 9,210 
Oct. 28. 1908..... 158 8,175 167 2,261 236 10,839 

Sept. 30, 1908 160 7,313 450 127 G 

Aug. 19, 1908..... 160 65 90 10 194 ; 
July 22, 1908..... 166 115 37 330 27 09 
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SEEKS ADDITIONAL EXAMINERS 


United States Civil. Service Commission to Hold 
Examination for Appointments to Posts with 
Interstate Commerce Commission 








Washington, D. C., October 22.—The United States 
civil ‘service commission has announced that examina- 
tions will be held next month to secure eligibles for posi- 
tions as examiners and clerks with the Interstate Com- 
merce. Commission. The salaries offered range from 
$1,200 to $3,000 per year, dnd it is expected that over 
100 appointments will be made. 

The commission, in its announcement, says: 

The: United States civil service commission an- 
nounces an examination on November 23-24, 1909, at the 
places mentioned in’the list printed hereon, to secure 
eligibles from which to make certifications for the ap- 
pointment of examiners and clerks in the bureau of sta- 
tistics and accounts, Interstate Commerce Commission. 

The eligibles obtained from this examination will be 
classified in three general groups with salaries ranging 
as follows: 

Group A—Examiners—$2,220 to $3,000. 

Group B—Examiners—$1,860 to $2,100. 

Group C—Clerks—$1,200 to $1,620. 

If a sufficient. number of high-grade eligibles is ohb- 
tained, it is expected that there will be appointed ap- 
proximately five from group A, fifty from group B, and 
fifty from group C. 

For positions in groups A and B it is desired to 
obtain men having special qualifications for work in the 
following fields of railway and other common-carrier ac- 
counting: 

1... Steam roads: 

(a) General auditing. 

(b) Disbursements, - 

(c) Freight. 

(d) Passenger. 

(e) Claims, 

Electric railways. 

Express service. 

Steamship service. 

. Other common-carrier service. 

Age limit, 21 to 48 years on the date of the -exami- 
nation, 

The applicant should indicate. the group for which 
he desires to be examined, but he will be admitted to 
examination only for the group for which he is, upon a 
consideration of his statement of experience, shown to 
be fitted. 

An applicant must establish experience in connec- 
tion with railway or other common-carrier service, pref- 
erably in accounting, of at least seven years, to be 
eligible to group A, five years to group B, and three 


ot ym go fe 


years to group C. 


The duties of examiners will require extended ab- 
sence from headquarters, and traveling expenses will be 


- allowed while on duty away from Washington or other 


official headquarters, 


In view of the importance of these positions, rigid 
examination will be made of the special fitness of all ap- 


: plicants, and only those who have submitted prima facie 


evidence of having had the training and experience re- 
quired for positions under any of the groups will be ad- 
mitted to the examination. 
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Application form 304 is required. With this should 
be filed statements required under subjects 7 and 8, as 
follows: ~ 

Subject 7. A sworn statement of the applicant’s 
general education, training and experience, indicating (1) 
the names of the institutions at which he has studied; 
(2) the time spent in each; (3) the courses of study 
pursued; (4) the degrees conferred, if any; (5) all the 
experience he has had along lines not particularly re- 
ferred to under the eighth subject. 

Subject 8. A sworn statement showing fully and in 
detail all the work he has done in accounting and other 
technical experience that he may have had. along lines 
connected with railway or other common-carrier service, 
stating (1) when, giving dates; (2) where, and (3) by 
whom employed, compensation received, and the exact 
character of the’ work in each case. The applicant 
should submit recommendations from at least three per- 
sons who have knowlege of his spécial experience and 
fitness for the position for which this examination is 


-held. It is essential that these recommendations be from 


persons under whom he has been employed or persons 
whose work is of an administrative or executive charac- 
ter. The value of these recommendations will neces- 
sarily depend upon the extent and nature of the recom- 
mender’s acquaintance with the applicant and his work, 
which should be stated in the recommendation. 

The applicant should be able to furnish bond with 
a reliable surety company to guarantee faithful service. 

Applicants should’ familiarize themselves with the 
Federal Act to Regulate Commerce, a copy of which will 
be furnished to all persons whose applications are ap- 
proved, : 

Separate examinations will be given as shown below. 
The scope of the tests on the technical subjects will be 
different for each group, and that for group A will be 
materially more difficult than for group B, and will be 
such that only those with the highest grade training and 
experience can hope to attain eligible ratings, while for 
group C the technical subjects will be considerably more 
elementary than for examiner positions under group B. 

The examination will consist of the subjects men- 
tioned below, weighted as. indicated: 


EXAMINER, GROUP A. 


The first six subjects will be given in the examina- 
tion room and will require at least two days: 


Subjects. Weights. 

1. Commercial and railway geography............eeeeeees 5 

Se TATE ly preps acta odingin ke Smeld's Cab vhaaiceedl sé Odin etna 10 
3. Abstracting (a test in condensing a statement of about 
400 words into a brief, concise and accurate abstract 

OX: V 9s: OTE OS BORET... oicin, oo 5b oA Slew p abide oe ad coins & 5 

4. Practical questions in general accounting and statistics. 15 
5. Practical questions in accounting of railway and other 

CUMATINED COUEUOE WETWNNO ls icksc cc cecccrdececbeosccecees 20 

6. Thesis on a transportation topic...:......c.scceeecceece 10 

7. General education, training and experience.’............. 16 
8. Accounting and other technical experience along lines 
connected with railway and other common carrier 
ORE fas cesin:co wineann dare ce hee tw peenbsie aero 

ERE Viisiee ETO+ se whee ged awd «eee eathies thaOee sweabacese 100 


“EXAMINER, GROUP B., 


The first six subjects will be given in the examina- 
tion room and will require at least two days. 


Subjects. Weights. 
1. Commercial and railway geography............ccceceee 5 
I | re, 5th insane ih ais tei ais ai taller pte at tn ee la 15 
3. Abstracting (a test in condensing a statement of about 


400 words into a brief, concise and accurate abstract 
of 175 words or less) 


5 

. Practical questions in general accounting and statistics. 15 
. Practical questions in accounting of railway or other 

COMIN CRUST BOC CIEe iets Ceckewccsccetcegbenne ones 20 


os 
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¢. Letter writing (a letter of not less than 150 words on 
some subject of general interest. Competitors may 
select one of two subjects given)............-+ee0. 

7, General education, training and experience.............. 10 

g, Accounting and other technical experience along lines 
— with railway and other common carrier ; 
SET (a. Sake «oc naect nas sb eas vic 7 tale ehe bhenGh~45.e eas 


CLERK, GROUP C. 


The first five subjects will be given in the examina- 
tion room and will require at least two days: 


- Subjects. Weights. 
1, Commercial and railway geography.........seeeeeeeeees 10 
Q ATIthMetic ......ceecee rene cence cece enecccceasecsterasers 20 
3, Practical questions in general accounting and statistics. 15 
4. Practical questions in accounting of railway and other 
Common Carrier SeETVviCe....... cece cece cccccecseceeces 15 
5. Letter writing (a letter of not less than 150 words on 
some subject of general interest. Competitors may 


select one of two subjects given).........+.seeeees 10 
¢. General education, training and experience.............- 15 
7, Accounting and other technical experience along lines 

connected with railway and other common carrier 

GION, oe sakes oie ete 0:8 Bam. ee 4.48 ap 0 668.950 06s TUES PRAT OOP 15 
Total 5 serie. ob wisinld eR eCelnsad «cago e CTesec cevcesces ype co cigiasie 100 


In accordance with a recent act of Congress an appli- 
cant for this examination will be required to be exam- 
ined in the state or territory in which he resides and to 
show-in his application that he has been actually domi- 
ciled in such state or territory for at least one year 
previous to the examination. 

These examinations are open to all male citizens of 
the United States who comply with the requirements. 

Certifications will be made from those standing high- 
est on the required register without respect to the ap- 
portionment, 

This announcement contains all information which is 
communicated to applicants regarding the scope of the 
examination, the vacancy or vacancies to be filled, and 
the qualifications required. 

Applicants should at once apply to the United States 
civil service commission, Washington, D. C., for applica- 
tion form 304. No application will be a¢cepted unless 
properly executed and filed in complete form, with the 
material required, with the commission at Washington. 
In applying for examination the exact title as given in 
this announcement should be used in the application, 
i, e.,* Examiner, group A or group B, or Clerk, Interstate 
Commerce Commission. 

The examinations will be held simultaneously in over 
two hundred cities of the United States and also in 
Hawaii and Porto Rico. 


Express Rate Hearing Next Week 





Topeka, Kan., October 22.—The state railroad com- 
mission has set October 26 as the date for the first hear- 
ing of the complaint of John S. Dawson, its attorney, 
against the express companies operating in Kansas, in 
which a general reduction of 25 per cent, and on certain 
traffic 50 per cent, has been asked. 

Answers have been filed to this petition by all the 
defendant express companies. They ask that the com- 
Plaint ‘be dismissed and deny the jurisdiction of the rail- 
road commission in the matter. They declare: 

“That the commission has no authority in law to 
make or enforce an entire schedule of rates, charges and 
classifications, rules or regulations to be used by the de- 
fendants in their express business.” 

Denial of the various allegations set forth in the bill 
of complaint are also made in the answers of the de- 
fendants. The express companies deny that the kind, 
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amount and volume of business transacted in Nebraska, 
Iowa, Missouri, Oklahoma and Texas is relatively the 
same as here; that the rates in those states are lower 
than in Kansas; moreover, they aver that, where rates 
are lower, they are justified by conditions and circum- 
stances. As to the charge that extravagant contracts 
had been entered into with the railroads, the defendants 
reply that these agreements were the fruit of long nego- 
tiations between the railroads and the express companies 
and represent the best terms that the defendants were 
able to secure. 


To Test Carmack Amendment 





Whether the Carmack amendment, as embodied in 
section 20 of the interstate commerce act, providing 
that responsibility for loss and damage of through ship- 
ments shall rest upon the initial carrier, is constitutional, 
is a question that the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe 
railway is understood to have decided to have settled 
by the highest court in the land. 

Its action in the case will be based upon a recent 
finding of the Municipal court of Chicago. A shipper 
sued in this court for the recovery of damages on a ship- 
ment of fruit sent from California to Minnesota, which 
was received in bad order. It was admitted that the 
consignment was received at the shipping point in good 
order and that it was delivered in bad. But, at the hear- 
ing, proof was submitted that the shipment was turned 
over by the initial carrier to its connection in good con- 
dition. Disregarding this phase of the question, however, 
the jury were instructed to find in favor of the plaintiff. 

The question of the constitutionality_of this section 
of the act was here touched upon. The defendant con- 
tended that it was unconstitutional; that it made an 
innocent party responsible for the acts of one not even 
its agent; that it was without control over the actions 
of its connections, and that the fact that the law also 
gave the initial carrier the right of recovery of damages 
from the carrier actually at fault offered the defendant 
little comfort or justice. 

The Santa Fe now proposes to carry the case to the 
state appellate courts; here, if the court decides against 
the defendant, it may issue a certificate of importance 
which will take the case to the Illinois Supreme court; 
from this tribunal an appeal lies with the United States 
Supreme court. 


CLEVELAND SOUNDS PROSPERITY NOTE. 

Cleveland, O., October 22.—Reports of traffic and 
industrial conditions here for the last few weeks indicate 
that this city is experiencing a boom in freight traffic. 
Not since the: memorable fall rush of 1907, it has been 
said, has there been such a rush of business. While tales 
of a car famine have been scouted, the roads have been 
hard pressed at times for available equipment and have 
had to refuse connections cars. Failure on the part of 
consignees to promptly unload their shipments is given 
as the principal reason for this state of affairs. 


KANSAS WANTS LOWER PULLMAN RATES. 

Topeka, Kan., October 22.—The state railroad com- 
mission has served notice upon the Pullman company that 
Kansas wants the same rates as have been granted 
Oklahoma. The present maximum berth rate in Kansas 
is double that in the neighboring commonwealth. 


—— 
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LEADING COMMERCIAL AND 
TRAFFIC ORGANIZATIONS 


The National Industrial Traffic League. 
Object—The object of this league is 
to interchange ideas concerning traffic 
matters, to co-operate with the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission, state rail- 
road commissions and transportation 
companies in promoting and securing 
better understanding by the public and 
the state and national governments of 
the needs of the traffic world; to secure 
proper legislation where deemed neces- 
sary, and the modification of present 
laws where considered harmful to the 
free interchange of commerce; with the 
view to advance fair dealing and to 
promote, conserve and protect the com- 
mercial and transportation interests. 
Membership—Those eligible as members 
are traffic directors, managers, com- 
missioners or other officials in charge 
of traffic of industrial or commercial 
organizations and traffic officers of rep- 
resentative shipping concerns in the 
United States. 

Officers 

J. C. Lincoln, President 

Comm’r Merchants’ Exchange Traffic 
‘wot St. Louis, Mo. 

J. F. Rya Vice-President 
> = virhe National Supply Co., To- 

edo, 

W. E. Cooke, Secretary-Treasurer 
She ks Automatic Electric Co., Chi- 
cago, Ill 

” “Executive Committee 

Chicago, Ill. 
im. 

Chicago, Tl. 
J. A Beliville, Pittsburg, Pa. 
G.. FF. Pittsburg Plate Glass Co. 
Py: TF. Be entl Chicago, Ill. 

ea ee Tilinois Steel Co. 

L. B. Boswell, Quincy, Ill. 
Comm’r Quincy Freight Bureau. 

L. A. Clark, Muncie, Ind. 
T. M. Bali Bros. Glass Co. 

P. M. Hanson, St. Louis, Mo. 
Chm, Trans. Com., Missouri Mfrs. Assn. 

W. M. Hopkins, Chicago, Ill. 
Mer. Trans. Dept. Board of Trade. 

H. G. Wilson, Kansas City, Mo. 
Comm’r Trans. Bureau of Com’! Club. 

E. J. McVann, Omaha, Neb. 
Mer. Com’! Club Traffic Bureau. 

F. B. Montgomery, Chicago, Ill. 
Mer. Traffic Dept. International Har- 

vester Co. 

J. Keavy, Indianapolis, Ind. 
Comm’r Indianapolis Freight Bureau. 


ILLINOIS. 

Lake County Manufacturers’ Association, 
E. P. Sedgwick, Pres., Waukegan. 

National Association of Agricultural Im- 

plement and Vehicle anufacturers, 

W. J. Evans, Sec., Chicago. 


*MINNESOTA. 


Northern Pine Manufacturers’ Associa- 
tion, J. E. Rhodes, Sec., Minneapolis. 


MISSOURI. 

Business Men’s League, P. W. Coyle, 
Comm’r, 614 Bank of Commerce Bldg., 
St. Louis. 

Kansas City Transportation Bureau of the 
Commercial Club, H. G. Wilson, Trans. 
Comm’r, 105-6-7 ‘Board of Trade Bldg., 
Kansas City. 


NEW YORK. 

Albany Chamber of -Commerce, Wm. B. 
Jones, Sec., 95 State St., Albany. 

National Wholesale Grocers’ Association, 
y* . Beckman, Sec., 6 Harrison St., 
New York. 

Syracuse Chamber of Commerce, H. C. 
Clark, Sec., Syracuse. 


OHIO. 


Cleveland Chamber of Commerce, Munson 
A. Havens, Sec., Cleveland. 


WASHINGTON. 


Pacific Coast Lumber Manufacturers’ As- 
sociation, Victor H. Beckman, Sec., 603 
Lumber Exchange, Seattle. 


WISCONSIN. 


Merchants’ and Manufacturers’ Assocla- 
tion, Wm. G. Bruce, Sec., 46 University 
Bldg., Milwaukee. 
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COMPLAINTS BEFORE COMMISSION 


Digest of Petitions Lodged with Interstate Commerce Board During 


Past Week 


- 





Arrow Lumber & Shingle Co. of Seat- 


tle, Wash., vs. Can. Pac. et al. 
(2906). 

Complainant alleges that it has 
been charged 91ic per 100 Ibs. 
freight on a carload of shingles, 
shipped from Vancouver, B. C., to 
Monticello, N. Y., that carriers 
have misrouted the shipment, and 
that same should have moved via 
Western Transit Co. at the rate of 
87c; that it has been overcharged 
on this account $13.64, and that an 
additional amount of $17.05 is due 
it from the Can. Pac. Ry. Co., as 
said company had agreed to re- 
duce its proportion of the 9ic rate 
to 59c. 


Brunswick- Balke-Collender Co. of 


Chicago, Ill., vs. C. M. & St. P. 
and Gt. Nor. (2907). 

Complainant alleges that it 
shipped Feb. 15, 1909, four crates 
of partitions and glass, from Chi- 
cago, Ill., to Chisholm, Minn.; that 
shipment was refused by the con- 
signee and returned to Chicago; 
that carriers have assessed charges 
based on the minimum weight, 
5,000 Ibs. ‘($97.00). 

Complainant alleges that basing 
the charges on class rates at the 
actual weight was unjust and un- 
reasonable, and claims that this 
complaint is similar in many re- 
spects to claims presented in I. C. 
C. decision 508 (Bennett vs. M, St. 
P. & S. S. M.); that it was impos- 
sible to have loaded this shipment 
into a 36-foot car, a 41-foot car be- 
ing necessary to accommodate the 
shipment, and that these goods 
should have moved at the actual 
weight, and that the proper charge 
should have been $34.22, plus $8 
storage at Chisholm, 

Reparation asked, $62.68. 


Citizens’ League of Baker City, Ore., 


et al. vs. O. R. & N. and 42 other 
carriers (2897). 

Complainant alleges that the 
rates on various commodities and 
the class rates are excessive and 
unreasonable from all eastern, 
southern, New England and west- 
etn points to Baker City, Ore., as 
compared to the rates from similar 
points to Portland, Ore., and other 
cities and towns situated on the 
O. R. & N. Co. west of Baker City; 
that shipments from points in Utah 
and Colorado, and points. east 
thereof destined to Portland, and 
other western Oregon points via 
the O. R. & N. Co., must and do 
pass, and are hauled through Ba- 
ker City to reach said points; that 
the service performed for the peo- 
ple residing at said western Ore- 
gon points'is greater and more ex- 


pensive to defendants than that - 


performed for the complainant on 
like shipments; that the system 
of computing rates and defining 
carload mixtures and minima, and 


McShane Lumber Co. 


-demanding and collecting charges 


for the transportation of shipments 
of merchandise from eastern ship- 
ping points to Baker City is dif. 
ferent and separate from the sys. 
tem used for arriving at charges 
on like shipments to Portland, 
Ore., and other western Oregon 
points when from the same east- 
ern shipping points that it is sub- 
jected to undue prejudice and dis- 
advantage, and that present sched- 
ules operate in favor of and are 
for the benefit of western Oregon 
points. Frank H. McCune, attor- 
ney for complainant, Baker City, 
Ore. 


Delaray Salt Co. of Detroit, Mich., 


vs. Grand Trunk et al, (2896). 

Complainant alleges that there 
has been in effect for a long time 
a rate of 212-3c per 100 Ibs. on 
shipments of salt from Detroit, 
Mich., to Meridian, Miss., which 
appears to have been, and to be, a 
reasonable rate, that defendants 
canceled this rate Sept. 6, 1909, 
leaving no through rate in effect, 
and that the lowest rate at the 
present time is as follows: 13%c, 
Detroit to Cairo, Ill., plus 13c, 
Cairo to Meridian; that this 26%c 
rate is exorbitant, unjust and dis- 
criminatory, and therefore in vio- 
lation of the Act to Regulate Com- 
merce; complainant asks that de- 
fendants be compelled to reinstate 
the 212-3c rate, and also to pay 
reparation in excess of all sums 
paid over such rate or which may 
be in the meantime paid. 


Fritch Hardware Co. of Denver, 


Colo., vs. D. & R. G. et al. (2901). 

Complainant alleges that it has 
been charged the following exces- 
sive rate on one carload of agri- 
cultural implements, shipping from 
Wallingford, Vt., to Denver, Colo., 
July 17, 1908: 24,617 Ibs., 31c to 
Mississippi river, minimum 30,000 
Ibs., $1.07 from Mississippi river to 
Denver, and claims that the proper 
rates should be: From Wallingford 
to Mississippi river, 3ic, based on 
actual weight; from Mississippi 
river to Missouri river, 27c, mini- 
mum 30,000 Ibs.; from Missouri 
river to Denver, 80c, based on ac- 
tual weight. ® 

Reparation asked, $43.06, with in- 
terest from Aug. 21, 1908. 

G. M. Stephen, attorney for com- 
plainants, Chicago, Il. 
of Omaha, 
Neb., vs. Houston East & West 
Tex. Ry. Co. et al. (2898). 

Complainant alleges that the 
rate of 34c charged it for freight 
on one carload of pine ties, from 
Ogden, Tex.,. to Denver, Colo., Oct. 
3, 1907, was excessive, and that 
26¢e was the proper rate, 

Reparation asked, $65.44. 

Chas. S. Elgutter, attorney for 
complainant, Omaha, Neb. 
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National Rolling Mill .Co, of Vin- 
cennes, Ind., vs. B. & O. S. W. 
(2905). 

Complainant alleges that prior to 
June 5, 1909, the freight rate was 
9c per 100 Ibs. on bar iron in car- 
loads, frqm Vincennes, Ind., to 
Louisville, Ky., and that the pres- 
ent rate is 12%4c, which is unjust 
and unreasonable, and claims that 
9c is the proper rate, and asks 
that such latter rate be placed in 
effect. 

Shadbolt Boyd Iron Co. of Milwau- 
kee, Wis., vs. C, I. & L. and C. 
& N. W. (2902). 

Complainant asks reparation in 
the sum of $7.71, overcharge on a 
carload of lumber shipped from 
Salem, Ind., to West Bend, Wis., 
and alleges that the rate as 
charged, 20c, was excessive, and 
that 184%4c was the proper rate. 

G, M. Stephen, attorney for com- 
plainant, Chicago, Ill. 

The Southwestern Shippers’ Traffic 
association of Kansas, Oklahoma 
and Texas (H. H. Gaines, secre- 
tary, Galveston, Tex.) vs, A. T. & 


- rates on classes and commodities 


from Atlantic seaboard territory 
through gulf ports to points in 
Kansas, Colorado, Oklahoma and 
Texas are excessive, unreasonable 
and unjust. 

A. E. Helm, attorney for com- 
plainants, Wichita, Kan. 


The Southwestern Shippers’ Traffic 
association et al, vs. A. T. & S- 


F. et al, (2900). 

Complainant alleges that there 
has never been any satisfactory 
adjustment of the rates applying 
on inbound shipments destined to 
interior points in Oklahoma, Kan- 
sas and Colorado, through Galves- 
ton, Texas City, Port Bolivar and 
Port Arthur, Tex., and that the 
present rates are excessive, as 
compared to the rates from Atlan- 
tic seaboard territory, through Mo- 
bile and New Orleans, to points in 
Illinois, Iowa, Missouri and Arkan- 
sas; and also from Galveston, 
Tex., to Missouri and Arkansas 
points. Reasonable rates are asked 
for on all classes and commodities 
from gulf ports (when from be- 
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A. E. Helm, attorney for com- 
plainants, Wichita, Kan, 


Tioga Coal Co. of Denver, Colo., vs. 


Cc. R. I. & P., Mo, Pac. and D. & 
R. G. (2903). 

Complainant alleges that an un- 
just demurrage. charge of $17 has 
been charged it on a shipment of 
one box. carloader, shipped -from 
Ottumwa, Ia., to Tioga, Colo., Nov. 
13, 1907, 


Zang, Ph., Brewing Co. of Denver, 


Colo., vs. C. B. & Q., Mo. Pac, and 


“D. & R. G. (2899). 


Complainant alleges that 92c is 
the proper rate on wooden bungs, 
in carloads, from St: Louis, Mo., 
to Denver, Colo., and that 48%c 
per 100 Ibs. is the proper rate on 
isinglass, L. C. L., iron hoops and 
staves, heading and staples, L, C. 
L., from and to above points, and 
claims reparation in the sum of 
$187.84, alleging that it has been 
charged $1.45 freight on wooden 
bungs, $1.85 on isinglass, 72c on 
hoops, 32%c on staves and head- 
ing, and 92c freight on staples. 


S. F. et al. (2904). yond), to points 


Complainants allege that the 


Kansas and Colorado. 


in Oklahoma, G. M. Stephen, attorney for com- 


plainant, Chicago, IIl. 








[New Factor in Import Rate War 


Washington, D. C., October 22——A new factor has 
been injected into the import rate war by the Ocean 
Steamship company of Savannah, which has filed with 
the Interstate Commerce Commission, Western Tariff 
No. 40, I. C. C. No. 263, effective November 18, 1909, pub- 
lishing class and commodity rates on import traffic from 
Boston, Mass., to St. Louis, Mo., and group and Missouri 
river points via Savannah, Ga., C. of Ga, Ry., Ill. Cent. 
R, R. and connections. 

The -rates published in this tariff approximate the 
last basis established by the Boston & Maine railroad, 
all rail, and are as follows: 





To— 1 2 3 4 5 6 
St. Louis, Mo. 
All SOG8 4.06 8'GRLS 70 55 55 35 29 21% 


Rail and water.... 71 56 56 35 29 21% 
Kansas City, Mo. 
A a tes:siceews 120 95 74 58 41 ewes 
Rail and water....120 94144 74 58 41 
Omaha, Neb. 
All PAH S33... seeees 125 100 78 62 44 Wisioa 
Rail and water....125 96 78 61 44 Sei 


See Need of More Motive Power 


Not so much more cars, but more engines to move 
them, is the view advanced by two subscribers to THE 
TraFFIc BULLETIN as a remedy for congestion and car 
shortage. 

‘We have read with interest,” writes R. M. Richter, 
president and general manager of the Carthage Superior 
Limestone Company, “your short paragraph in TRAFFIC 
BuLuetIn No, 12, September 18, this year, page 313, rela- 
tive to car shortage, 

“You say well enough that now is not the time to 
pause to fix the responsibility for a car shortage, but 





rather that the shippers should co-operate with the car- 
riers in making each.car as useful to the country at 
large as possible; to release cars promptly, etc. 

“We thoroughly agree with you in what the duties 
of the shippers are and which duties, no doubt, in a 
great many cases are executed slovenly. 

“There arises, however, on the other hand, the 
situation as to what the railway companies themselves 
are doing to forestall the shortage. While in our par- 
ticular locality and with our individual industry (we 


_use flat, gondola and box cars), there has as yet not 


arisen an acute condition, we have often wondered that 
the railway companies can afford to hold in their yards 
loaded cars so that they would not move until anyway 
from four to six days after delivery to the railway com- 
pany by the shipper, billing in every detail being com- 
plete. 

“The source of each delay, of course, is the short- 
age of motive power, and while we readily appreciate 
the fact that it is not an easy matter to secure motive 
power over night, the shipping public can hardly be 
blamed if it objects when general conditions are aggra- 
vated in the manner described above. This complaint is 
not with reference to any particular shipment or carrier, 
although in our humble opinion it would be better for 
the country at large if particular: and isolated cases only 
‘would have to be considered. This represents a general 
condition, particularly in the west and. southwest.” 

Of similar tenor is a letter from F. S. Pool, traffic 
manager of the Deere & Webber company. 

“The writer notices,” says Mr. Pool, “your editorial 
in the September 18 issue of THz TRarric BULLETIN, un- 
der the heading, ‘Will We Heed?’ 

“After our experience in the last few weeks in the 
way of getting cars moved through the yards here, where 
we find that they are anywhere from five to ten days in 
the terminal—both empties and local—before they are 
moved out, we find that loads billed out from here are 
several days before they leave town, all on account of 
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lack of motive power; we feel that it is not the shortage 
of equipment, but a shortage of engines to move that 
equipment which will be the cause of a car famine if 
there is one. 

“While the shippers in many cases have been _to 
blame, and while: they could no doubt help a whole lot, 
it is the writer’s belief that a reciprocal demurrage law 
would have a wholesome effect. We have had cars from 
the east in here which have made two days’ time from 
Chicago to Minneapolis and then have been in town five 
or six days before we could get them delivered to the 
yards on which the warehouse was located, and where 
we wanted the cars.” 


OHIO WILL APPEAL DEMURRAGE CASE. 
Columbus, O., October 22.—It has been announced 
that the state railroad commission will appeal from the 
decision of the Court of Common Pleas of Franklin 
county holding the commission’s car service rules invalid 
in so far as they applied on interstate traffic. 


BUFFALO & SUSQUEHANNA SHOWS GAINS. 

Buffalo, N. Y., October 22.—According to advance fig- 
ures September traffic on the Buffalo’ & Susquehanna 
railway shows the largest loaded car mileage in three 
years. The coal, coke and lumber tonnage were un- 
usually heavy. 


PLEDGE FUND TO FIGHT LEMON RATE RAISE. 

Riverside, Cal., October 22.—The orange and lemon 
growers of the southern part of the state have raised 
a fund of $50,000 to combat the efforts of the carriers 
to increase the freight rates on their products. As a 
sequel to the bitterness engendered by the recent in- 
crease in lemon rates, it is said that Senator Flint will 
introduce a bill in Congress prohibiting advances in in- 
terstate rates without the consent of the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission. 


Craffic World Changes 


H. A. Richards has been appointed commercial agent 
of the Grand Trunk railway system at Kansas City; Mo., 
vice Horace Seely, resigned. 

_T, W. Proctor has been appointed general agent of 
the freight department of-the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. 
Paul railway at Chicago, Ill., vice G. B. French, resigned 
to accept the presidency of the Spokane, Portland & 
Seattle railway. 

William G. Mitsch has been appointed district pas- 
senger agent of the Chicago Great Western railroad at 





St. Paul, Minn., vice H, L. Wyand, resigned to engage. 


in other business. 

Ingersoll Goodwin has been appointed city passenger 
agent of the Pere Marquette railroad at Chicago, Ill., vice 
R. C. Shultz, resigned. 

E. A. Hopperstead has been appointed traveling pas- 
senger agent of the Pere Marquette railroad, with head- 
quarters at Chicago, Ill., vice Ingersoll Goodwin, pro- 
moted. 

Effective November 1, W. C. Lewis beconies assist- 
ant general freight agent of the Michigan Central rail- 
road, with headquarters at Chicago, Ill., vice F. Zimmer 
man, resigned to accept the general freight agency of 
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the Indiana Harbor Belt railroad, ? 

Effective November 1, J. H. Brown is appointed as- 
sistant general freight agent of the Michigan Central 
railroad, with headquarters at Bay City, Mich., vice W. 
C. Lewis, transferred to Chicago, Ill. 

W. C. Thoms, chief clerk in the general freight 
agent’s office of the ‘Michigan Central railroad, has been 
appointed commercial agent for that line at Toledo, O. 

The following changes have been announced in the 
Denver, Colo., offices of the Rock Island-Frisco and Chi- 
cago & Eastern Illinois railroad systems: C. A. Moon 
has been promoted to the post of commercial agent of 
these lines, vice S. K, Martin, resigned to accept service 
with another company; A. R. Brastad has been ap- 
pointed commercial agent at Colorado Springs, Colo., vice 
Mr. Moon, and F. A. Rudio has been made traveling 
freight agent, with headquarters at Denver, vice Mr. 
Brastad. 

A. L. Craig, formerly general passenger agent of the 
Great Northern railway, has been appointed to a similar 
position with the Chicago Great Western railroad, vice 
J. P. Elmer, resigned. 

E. U. Baker has been appointed division freight 
agent of the Erie railroad, with headquarters at Bradford, 
Pa., vice Charles Cole, deceased. 

_ H. 8S. Stebbins, division freight agent of the Erie 
railroad at Rochester, N. Y., has resigned to accept the 
traffic managership of the General Motors company. Mr. 
Stebbins will have his headquarters in New York city. 


Gallinger Says Our Rates Are Less 


Concord, N. H., October 22.—Senator J. H. Gallinger, 
who has recently returned from a European tour as 
member of the national waterways commission, declares 
rates in the old world are not lower than ours. 

“Notwithstanding the facilities for the transportation 





of freight in Europe by rail and water,’ said the senator, 


“it is very doubtful if transportation charges are any 


‘cheaper, if as cheap, as they are in this country.: In Ger. 


many, Austria, Belgium and France the government owns 
the railroads as well as the canals and has absolute con- 
trol over the transportation by both routes. It dictates 
the classes of freight which shall be carried and keeps 
the railways away from the water carriers, 

“In a country like ours, where the railroads are 
owned by private corporations, no such division of ton- 
nage would be possible.” 


ALLEGE DISCRIMINATION IN CREDIT. 

Columbus, O., October 22.—Informal complaint has 
been lodged with the attorney-general calling attention 
to the relations said to exist between the Hocking Valley 
and the Sunday Creek Coal company. It is alleged that 
the latter owes the carrier large freight bills, and that 
to allow one shipper unlimited credit, while requiring 
prompt payment from others constitutes unjust discrimi- 


nation within the meaning of both the state railroad and 
the interstate commerce laws. 


CAR SITUATION IN TEXAS CRITICAL. 
Houston, Tex., October 22.—The car situation in this 
state is said to be critical. Lumber interests are under- 
stood to be the ones most vitally affected by the present 
shortage, but it is said that they hesitate to make insist- 
ent demands for equipment for fear of further augment- 
ing an embarrassing situation. , 





October 


Ame Se ro @ > td 





CHI 


CI} 


MI 


Oh 








No. 17 


nted as- 
Central 
vice W. 


freight 
as been 
do, O. 
i in the 
and Chi- 
\. Moon 
agent of 
> service 
yeen ap- 
dlo., vice 
traveling 
vice Mr. 


it of the 
2 similar 
ad, vice 


. freight 
Bradford, 


the Erie 
cept the 
iny. Mr. 
k city. 


Less 


yallinger, 
tour as 
declares 


portation 
senator, 
are any 
In Ger- 
ent owns 
lute con- 
dictates 
nd keeps 


pads are 
n of ton- 


aint has 
attention 
ig Valley 
2ged that 
and that 
requiring 
discrimi- 
road and 


n in this 
re under- 
e present 


‘ke insist- 


augment- 





October 23, 1909 





G.S. WOOD 
Railway 
Necessities 


High-Grade Rubber Goods, Fire Hose, Hose for 
all kinds of Pneumatic Tools, Gaskets, Reels, 
Nozzles, Fire Hose Carts, Rubber Cement, 
P. & W. Rubber Preservative, Rubber Boots, 
Leather-Soled Rubber Boots, Upholsterers’ 
Leather, Gimp, Leather Head Nails, Brass 
Nails, Leather and Silk Fringes, Cocoa an¢ 
Rubber Matting, Carpets, Cab Cushions, Cab 
Curtains, Nut Locks of all patterns and sizes. 


1 handle only the very best. Satisfaction fully assured. 
Twenty-five years’ experience is at your service. 


G. S. WOOD 


Railway Supplies CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
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INDEX-DIGESTS 








@ We have on hand a limited number of 
cross-reference subject index-digests to The 
Traffic Bulletin for 1908 and for the first six 
months of 1909, originally issued as supple- 
ments to The Bulletin. 


@ These present in concise form the traffic 
developments of those eighteen months. They 
are especially valuable for their digests of 
Interstate Commerce Commission decisions. 
~ The latest issue (Jan.-June, 1909), in addition 


to giving Traffic Bulletin references, gives the © 


I. C. C. case number and page of report. This 
makes their use in connection with bound vol- 
umes of Interstate Commerce Commission 
Reports doubly valuable. 

@ If you need extra copies of these issues, bet- 
ter order now. The supply is very limited. ~ 


@ Price: Twenty-five cents each, postpaid. 








ADDRESS 
-THE TRAFFIC SERVICE BUREAU 
26 Jorden Puilding, 126 Market Street, 
WASHINGTON, D. C. CHICAGO, ILL. 


DIRECTORY OF ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW 
PRACTICING BEFORE THE INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION. . 


CHICAGO, ILL. 


J. SCOTT MATTHEWS, First National Bank 
bldg.; Interstate Commerce and State Regula- 
tion of Rates expert. Editor last edition 
“Hutchinson on Carriers.” Briefs written or 
hearings attended for other attorneys. 


CINCINNATI, OHIO. 
JONES & JAMES, Mercantile Library bidg.; 
practice before the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission, 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 
JAMES MANAHAN, Corn Exchange building; 
Interstate Commerce cases a specialty. 


OMAHA, NEB. 


CHARLES S. ELGUTTER, Bee bldg.; Federal 
and State Courts; Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission; Nebraska State Railway Commission. 


SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 
SETH MANN, 250 Montgomery street; Inter- 


state Commerce cases. 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


ARTHUR R. THOMPSON, Colorado building. 
CHAS. D. DRAYTON, Attorney and Coun- 


selor at Law, 801 Colorado building (formerly 
Attorney and Special Examiner for the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission). Practice be- 
fore the Interstate Commerce Commission 
specialized. Consultations given and opinions 
rendered in an advisory capacity to other at- 
torneys. 


JOHN B. DAISH, 602-6 Hibbs building; Inter- 


state Commerce cases only. 


LECKIE, FULTON & COX, Colorado building. 


a  saaenanineeeeinenaimnens 
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Directory of Transfer Agents, Freight Forwarders, 
Warehousemen, Custom House Brokers, etc. 





BINGHAMPTON, N, Y. 


MERCHANTS’ WAREHOUSE COM- 
PANY. Storage, transfer and for- 
. The enbush Company. 





BUFFALO, N. YY, 
BUFFALO STORAGH & CARTING 


CO., 350-356 Seneca St. “Unsurpassed 
facilities for storing, handling, trans- 
f and f goods. Tele- 


phone No. 683. 





CAIRO, ILL. 


“= S STORAGE WAREHOUSE & 
RANSFER LINE. Re-enforced con- 
atte %, Transfer agent and 


forwarder. ht in car- 
loads ry less en promptly. 
John P. Glynn, proprietor. 





CHICAGO, ILL. 


BELT LIND TRANSFER & STORAGHD 
CO., warehouses located at 76th and 
Wailace Sts., on Belt Railway; office, 
4 Sherman St.; do a general storage 
and transfer Losheeas: _ nego- 

tiable warehouse receipts, good at 
any bank. 


DOWNING, JUDAB & Na- 
tional Bank Bidg., Sel ‘< 4768 
and 4769. Import and export freight 
forwarders, with offices in all partis 
of the world. Custom house brokers 
and attorneys. Marine ce and 
general distributors. 


INTHRNATIONAL FORWARDING 
CO., Manhattan Bldg., = Dearborn 
St. Export shipments to China and 
Japan ports and 


ports at frequent intervals. Write for 
particulars. 


JUDSON FREIGHT FORWARDING 
CoO., INC., 443 Marquette Bldg. Car- 
load distribution to all railroads at 
Chicago without teams; L. C. L. ship- 
ments of machinery forwarded at re- 
duced ‘oa to all eee western 
and Pacific Coast points 


MIDLAND WAREHOUSE & TRANS- 
FER CoO., 43d and Robey Sts. Belt 
line warehousing and —e with- 
out teams. Carloads received rail or 
lake and reship rail, L. C. L., at 
Chicago rates. Insurance rate, 29c. 


POST-AMERICAN FORWARDING CoO., 
188 Madison St. Genera] ——— for- 
warding and distributing. Mac inery, 
new furniture and other commodities 
assembled and forwarded at reduced 
rates to the principal cities through- 
out the West. Warehouses at Chi 
cago and Chicago Heights. 


G. W. SHELDON & CO., Monadnock 
Block. Import and export freight 
contractors, warehousemen and insur- 
ance agents; custom house brokers 
and custom house attorneys. 





DALLAS, TEX. 


W. M. EDWARDS, JR., 113 Austin St. 
General transfer and forwarding 
ent; reshipping; storage, warehouse. 
arloads or less consigned to our 
care will be delivered promptly. 


DENVER, COLO. 


ENVER STORAGH WAREHOUSHD 
Co., 1621-31 20th Sst. noe 
stored and forwarded. Insuran 

special rates. Consignments solteited. 





DETROIT, MICH, 


B. FERGUSON CoO., Rs foot < 
Fourth 8t. Antborres ‘cartage agents 
CHIGAN CENTRAL R. R. 
cartage and ‘forward- 
ing. Special attention to carload dis- 
tribution. 


H. J. READING TRUCK CO., 57 B. 
Woodbridge St. Authorized omeweee 
agents for the Wabasb and Canad 
Pacific railways and for the ne 
Line steamers. Special attention given 
to distribution of carload freight for 
two or more es. Merc 
delivered as ered, — 





ELMIRA, N. Y. 

BLMIRA STORAGE & SUPPLY CO. 
General sto , transferring and 
forwarding. arehouses accessible 
to all Prompt service. 





KANSAS CITY, MO. 
K. & M. STORAGE CoO. Ninth and 
Santa Fe Sts. 
Track connection with all roads en- 
tering city. 
= stored, distributed and re- 


Tack capacity, eight cars a day. 
Low insurance, prompt, sa tory 


service. 
Bonded in accordance with state laws. 


TERMINAL WAREHOUSE CO., 24th 
and Broadway, on City Beit 


Rallway. 
Reinforced concrete building. 
— ee stored, distributed and re- 


pects safety in storing. 

Prompt and careful service in dis- 
tributing and reship ‘pping. 

Insurance, 25c per $100 per annum. 





LITTLE ROCK, ARK. 

COMMERCIAL WAREHOUSE CoO., 601 
Byrd St. Storage, forwarding "and 
transferring. Merchandise, agricul 
tural implements, furniture stored 
and shipped. Our own tracks. Ac- 
cessible location. Low insurance. Is- 
= a receipts, good at all 





LOS ANGELES, CAL. 

LOS ANGELES TRANSFER CO., 751- 
753 S. Spring St. Baggage and 
freight distribution; consignments and 
carloads our specialty. Established 
1885. 





LOUISVILLE, KY. 


LOUISVILLE PUBLIC WAREHOUSE 
COMPANY, INC. Import and export 
freight contractors, transfer and re- 
shipping agents, custom house brok- 

+ ers. Bonded and free warehouses. 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 


WAREHOUSE CO., North 

First St. Receivers and distributors 
of all kinds of freight for the North- 
west. Twelve storage warehouses, 
warehousemen and forward- 

ers west of Chicago. Write us. We 
can save you time and money in sup- 
plying your trade in the Northwest. 





NEW ORLEANS, LA. 


CRESCENT FORWARDING & 
TRANSPORTATION CO., LTD., 1228 
Tchoupitoulas St. Transter a. ee for 


R, R. 
or agents and freight forwarders; 

collective aE solicited for distribu- 
tion and reshipment. 





ST. LOUIS, MO. 


BONDED EXPRESS & TRANSFER 
CO. Distributors of bulk shipments, 
—— or less. Consignments so- 
ic 


FIDELITY TRANSFER CO. Distrib- 
utors of bulk shipments, carloads or 
less. Consignments solicited. 





* 


SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH. 


A. STIEFEL PIONEER TRANSFER, 
615 Tribune Bldg. General transfer 
and distributing agents. Carload dis- 
tribution our s alty. Reliable and 
prompt. WBstablished 1872. 





SAVANNAH, GA. 


SAVANNAH WAREHOUSING co. 
Wholesale distributors and manufac- 
turers’ agents. Modern brick ware- 
house and unexcelled transportation 
facilities. We make a specialty of 
representing manufacturers carrying 
goods at Savannah for supplying 
southern trade. Prompt attention 
given carload shipments for distribu- 
tion. Drayage. 





SCRANTON, PA. 


MERCHANTS’ WAREHOUSE CO. 
Commercial storage, transfer and for- 
warding; railroad sidings. The Quack- 
enbush Co., proprietors. 





SEATTLE, WASH. 


TRANS-CONTINENTAL FREIGHT CO. 
305 Main St., Seattle; also New 
York, Chicago, San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, General forwarding and 
distributing, storage and_ trucking; 
warehouses with track connections. 





WILKESBARRE, PA. 


MERCHANTS‘ WAREHOUSE co. 
Storage, transfer and forwarding. 
The Quackenbush Co. 
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